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The Earth First! Journal Collective’s Official Stance on 
Appropriate Management of Mexican Gray Wolves 


The Mexican gray wolf (Can/s lupus baileyi) is a 
subspecies of the North American gray wolf and is one of 
the most endangered mammals in the United States. The 
agencies currently in charge of the wolves’ “management/’ 
such as the US Fish and Wildlife Service, were responsible 
for trapping and poisoning nearly every last one of the 
remaining wild Mexican gray wolves throughout the early 
20th century on behalf of the cattle industry. 

Less than 80 Mexican gray wolves exist in the wild, with 
only a handful of breeding pairs remaining. Though Mexican 
gray wolves traditionally roamed an area that included 
Texas and most of Mexico, the current wolf reintroduction 
program has limited the animals to a recovery area along 
the Arizona-New Mexico state line, where they struggle to 
gain a foothold. Currently, any wolf leaving the recovery 
area is captured and returned. 

Drastic action is necessary in order to ensure the 
recovery of Mexican gray wolf populations. 



Our official stance on the appropriate management of 
Mexican gray wolves is as follows: 

“It is the stance of the Earth First! Journal Collective 
that wise and careful management of the Mexican gray 
wolf be carried out in accordance with the rules of wild 
law laid out by Mexican gray wolves themselves. Habitat 
boundaries should extend as far as each pack deems 
necessary for their survival and pursuit of happiness. To 
ensure proper management of the Mexican gray wolf, 
a wise and careful management of human infrastructure 
must be set in place that includes the dismantling of all 
industry and corporate commerce, the decommissioning 
of all roads, and the destruction of all human domiciles 
larger than a tent within the wolves’ anticipated area of 
expansion. We also recommend that such a management 
plan be followed by a hands-off program of naturally 
occurring rewilding. We anticipate that under such a 
management plan most of New Mexico and Arizona will 
become more hospitable to a thriving Mexican gray wolf 
population and will usher in the return of a more healthy 
human relationship with the land.” 
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Its a terrifying time to be a part of the human species, 
both socially and ecologically. With resistance mobilizing 
on all fronts, its also an interesting time to be part of a 
movement that focuses on the realities of habitat loss and 
the decline of species instead of trying to deny or downplay 
them. While editing the articles for this issue, I thought 
about how unlikely it is for stories like these to appear on 
major news sites or in the few other environmental mag- 
azines that exist. When an article like “Stepping Back vs. 
Stepping Out” arrives, I am thankful to the folks active on 
the frontlines of eco-defense for taking the time to pen their 
experiences. The Earth First! Journal would not be what it 
is without the inclusion of important movement-building 
articles like this. 

In this issue you will learn about two new EF! groups 
that have formed this year. They are among a long list of 
groups around the globe that are choosing direct action 
in the struggle to protect the planets wild and fragile eco- 
systems. Were also about to sell out of the first print run 
of the newly revised Earth First! Direct Action Manual , 
another signal of the growth of this unstoppable move- 
ment. Although some say were past the tipping point and 
that eco-collapse is now just an avalanche of worldwide 
catastrophes to come, I think many of us would agree 
that its better to be bold in our stand to defend than to 
surrender to the dominant paradigm. 


This August marked the sixth year that I have been a 
part of the EF!J Collective, in one form or another. I first 
discovered the Journal ten years ago while living on the 
Bilston Glen treesit south of Edinburgh, Scotland, and 
contributing to the campaigns that squashed commercial 
GMO farming in the United Kingdom. I also attended 
my first Earth First! Summer Gathering in the UK. These 
experiences helped me realize that we are not alone in 
our fight for the wild. When I joined the EF!J Collec- 
tive I knew I wanted to be a part of this project for the 
long-term. I wasn’t sure if I thought that meant a couple 
years or the rest of my life, but either way its the longest 
relationship I have ever been in. That said, Eve decided 
to step back from the Collective. Em excited not only to 
explore the road ahead, but also to continue to support 
the EF!J Collective remotely, knowing all too well that 
there is endless work to be done. 

This is a call for action to all Earth Firstlers: Got ex- 
perience in the movement? Have mad love for the EF! 
Journal ? Then by all means, apply today to become part 
of this incredible collective of fiercely dedicated and awe- 
some Earth warriors! We need folks to join us in the EF!J 
Everglades office, but there’s also a need for more folks to 
step up their involvement in Earth First! media projects 
from their own bioregion. Contact us to find out how 
you can get involved. 


Take care y’all and be sure to always keep it wild, 
— Nettle 
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Earth First! News 

ON THE FRONTLINES OF ECOLOGICAL RESISTANCE 

ILLINOIS FARMERS, RESIDENTS STAND UP TO 
WORLD’S LARGEST COAL COMPANY 

by Rabbit 



People in Illinois have been fighting 
Peabody Energy for a long time. The 
company’s first coal mine was estab- 
lished in Williamson County in 1895, 
and has faced opposition from labor 
unions and mine workers since. The 
fight continues as Peabody — now the 
world’s largest coal company — moves 
forward on two new strip-mines, known 
as Rocky Branch and Cottage Hill. 
These projects have been met with re- 
sistance from activists inside and out- 
side of Illinois, and have galvanized 
local residents into a united force in 
opposition to the company’s expansion. 

...continued on page 7 


Protest outside Peabody shareholder meeting in St Louis , MO. 

Photo: Take Back St Louis 


News from the Eco-Wars 


Mar 5 — Indigenous Activist 
Murdered by Palm Oil Industry 
in Indonesia 

Six activists were approaching 
the Asiatic Persada office where 
a community member had been 
taken after being arrested when 
security forces responded by 
beating and opening fire on the 
protesters. Pujiono, a member 
of the Suku Anak Dalam indige- 
nous community, died from his 
wounds. 

Mar 5 — Rail Sabotage in 
Algerian Campaign Against 
Waste Site 

Traffic in an eastern suburb of 
Algiers was stalled for more than 
a day due to sabotage against cat- 
enary poles used to power electric 
trains. The ongoing campaign has 
included a blockade of the train 


tracks by the inhabitants of the 
city of Hai El Kerrouche, who op- 
pose the establishment of a cen- 
tral engineered landfill. 

Mar 6 — Four Arrested Protesting 
Cove Point Natural Gas Project 
in Maryland 

Activists blocked the entrance 
to the Frederick County Court- 
house, protesting Virginia-based 
Dominion Resources’ plan to build 
a liquefied natural gas export fa- 
cility in southern Maryland. They 
demanded a federal environmen- 
tal impact review of Dominion’s 
controversial $3.8 billion plan. 

Mar 7 — Yellowstone Announces 
End to 2014 Bison Slaughter 
Following One-Man Blockade 

An activist with the Buffalo 
Field Campaign locked down to 


a cement-filled barrel in front of 
Yellowstone’s Stephens Creek bi- 
son trap on March 6, to prevent 
the slaughter of America’s last 
wild, migratory bison. The block- 
ade stalled capture operations 
for more than two hours, and 
the next day Yellowstone Nation- 
al Park publicly announced that 
they had no further plans to cap- 
ture bison this season. 

Mar 7 — Breeding Cards 

Destroyed at Montana Bobcat 
Fur Farm 

Activists sneaked into the high 
security Fraser Fur Farm in hopes 
of freeing the bobcats imprisoned 
there. They were able to destroy 
breeding cards, but were run off 
by residents before they could 
free the animals. 


HI 




Mar 8 — Police Clash with 700-Per- 
son Anti-Hydro Dam Blockade in 
Georgia 

About two hundred police were 
mobilized to break through the road 
block put up by villagers in Ghurta, 
in the southwestern Adjara region 
of Georgia. The blockaders are 
concerned about the increased risk 
of landslides — the most recent of 
which killed 22 people — and vowed 
not to let the project go ahead. 

Mar 10 — Twenty-Nine Arrested 
Protesting Keystone XL Pipeline 
in Philadelphia 

Members of the Earth Quaker 
Action Team and other climate ac- 
tivists linked arms, blocking three 
entrances to the State Department 
domestic offices where the time 
for public comments on the envi- 
ronmental impact report for the 
pipeline had just ended. Protesters 
held signs and sang chants urging 
Obama not to approve TransCana- 
da’s highly contested project. 

Mar 14 — Four Arrested Blocking 
Tar Sands Megaload in Montana 

Eighty protesters, including 
members of Indian Peoples Action, 
Northern Rockies Rising Tide and 
Blue Skies Campaign, occupied the 
street in front of a megaload car- 
rying tar sands through Missoula. 
Those arrested sat down and re- 
fused to move after police issued 
warnings to the crowd. 

Mar 16-17 — Hundreds Protest 
Gold Mining and Highway 
Projects in Tibet 

Protests were staged in China’s 
Gansu province over the seizure 
of farm land for the construction 
of highways catering to state- 


linked gold mining and other 
industrial projects polluting the 
environment and destroying 
livestock. Protesters claimed that 
the authorities did not pay them 
any compensation for their land. 
Several were detained. 

Mar 18 — Greenpeace Activists 
Occupy French Nuclear Plant 

Approximately 60 activists 
mounted the roof of the 
Fessenheim plant and dropped 
a banner reading “Stop Risking 
Europe.” The nuclear plant, near 
the German and Swiss borders, 
is France’s oldest and has been 
declared unsafe by anti-nuclear 
campaigners. 

Mar 19 — One Woman Blockade 
Halts Megaload in South Dakota 

A Cheyenne River Lakota 
woman sat in front of a tar 
sands megaload, forcing it to 
turn around after it attempted 
to travel through her tribal 
land. She declared that there 
will be continued resistance to 
megaloads shipments in the area. 

Mar 20 — Kwakiutl Anti-Logging 
Protest on Vancouver Island 
Reaches 50-Day Milestone 

Members of this ongoing protest 
are calling on Island Timberlands 
to suspend logging on Kwakiut 
lands while asking the federal and 
provincial governments to honor 
the terms of an 1851 Treaty and 
implement enclosed fields for the 
protection of village sites. 

Mar 21— UK Anti-Fracking 
Protesters Lock Down Against 
Police Aggression 

Two protesters locked to a 


concrete drum to protest police 
repression against Barton Moss 
anti-fracking protesters. The action 
came at the end of a week that saw 
numerous arrests and aggressive 
policing tactics by the Greater 
Manchester Police Tactical Aid Unit. 

Mar 21 — Pro-GMO Food Author- 
ities Evicted from EU Offices in 
Italy 

The European Food Safety 
Authority in Parma was taken over 
by activists who demanded that 
staff leave the building. 

Mar 21 — Victory! China Southern 
Airlines Stops Shipping Primates 
to Labs 

The last commercial airline trans- 
porting primates out of China to 
vivisection laboratories conceded 
to the demands of animal rights 
groups after months of rallies, 
phone and email blockades, peti- 
tions and home demos from activ- 
ists around the world. 

Mar 25 — ALF in Italy Sabotages 
Mink Farm Before It Opens 

Activists targeted a fur farm in 
Capergnanica, in the province of 
Cremona. They made holes in the 
perimeter fence, glued gate locks 
shut with liquid nails, crushed all 
cages meant for mink, confiscated 
water pumps and the electrical sys- 
tem, damaged equipment and used 
paint to leave behind the message: 
“Change your mind.” 

Mar 31 — Eighty-Two Arrested 
Protesting Coal Mine in Australia 

Activists entered a Maules Creek 
open cut coal mine, occupying ma- 
chinery, holding signs and hang- 
ing banners. Most were charged 



Mar 20 — Activists with Marcellus Shale 
Earth First! locked themselves to bar- 
rels of concrete on the only access road 
leading to an Anadarko wellpad in the 
Tiadaghton State Forest and demand- 
ed an immediate halt to all new drilling 
plans on Pennsylvania's public lands. 
Five were arrested after halting work for 
over four hours. 
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Mar 29 — In a protest that 
lasted over five days , thou- 
sands in the Fujan province 
demanded an end to con- 
struction of the Blue Ocean 
Chemical Plant Paracycline 
(PX) plants have been a con- 
tinued point of contention in 
China in recent years. 


with trespass, while others were 
arrested for chaining themselves 
to machinery. 

Mar 31 — Mi’kmaq Women 
Shut Down Energy Association 
Briefing in Halifax, Nova Scotia 

The briefing involved the Prov- 
ince’s plan to move forward on oil 
and gas projects. 

Apr 1 — Local Community Shuts 
Down Mining Operation in 
Mexico 

Unable to reach an agreement 
with Goldcorp on environmental 
and health impacts of their open- 
pit gold and silver mine in Los Fi- 
los, miners from the local Eljido 
Carrizalillo community declared an 
indefinite strike. The following day 
Goldcorp announced that it was 
suspending mining operations. 

Apr 5 — Lockdown Actions Halt 
Gas Project in Australia 

Six farmers locked themselves to 
gas drilling machinery in the Pilli- 
ga forest in northwest New South 
Wales. Another protester locked 
himself under a coal seam gas 
truck headed toward the forest. 
The previous night a grandmother 
was arrested for attaching herself 
to a coal seam gas truck. The ac- 
tivists say Santos’ proposed Narra- 
bri Gas Project will affect drinking 
water in the Narrabri area. 

Apr 5 — NPA Raid Philippine 
Mining Firm, Destroy Equipment 

The New People’s Army 
stormed Philippine Alstron 
Mining Company in the village 
of Tagmamarkay, overpowering 
security guards and torching 


several trucks and other heavy 
equipment. They also seized 
firearms from the company’s 
security arsenal. The previous 
month the NPA attacked a police 
base and government troops 
in Davao del Sur’s Matanao as 
punishment for their reign of 
terror against indigenous tribes 
and other communities opposing 
mining operations in the province. 

Apr 10 — Meat Industry Suppli- 
ers Sabotaged in Portland, OR 

Locks were glued at Market 
Supply Co. and McGraw 
Marketing Co. These businesses 
were targeted by a group 
calling themselves “Revenge 
of the Cows” for providing 
equipment and logistical support 
to slaughterhouses and meat 
processing facilities across the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Apr 13 — Chevron Execs Pelted 
with Eggs in Romania 

Villagers in Pungesti protesting 
the extraction of shale gas by 
Chevron sneaked through a 
security zone set up because of 
previous anti- Chevron events. 
The executives were in Pungesti 
on a “charm offensive” with local 
media, while villagers expressed 
concerns about the poisoning of 
their water. 

Apr 13 — Seven Arrests in 
Montana Coal Train Protest 

Members of the Blue Skies 
Campaign and 350-Missoula 
held a sit-in on Montana Rail Link 
property and stretched a banner 
across the tracks to prevent the 
passage of a coal train. Those 
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arrested were cited for disorderly 
conduct. 

Apr 18 — Forty Arrested in 
California Anti-Nukes Action 

The arrests took place at Law- 
rence Livermore Laboratory, which 
has multiple nuclear weapons 
projects and a long history of resis- 
tance from anti-nuke campaign- 
ers. The group marched to the 
lab’s west gate where some chose 
to cross the property line. Those 
arrested were cited for obstructing 
a public roadway and released. 

Apr 2 1 — Indigenous Protesters 
Occupy Peru’s Biggest Amazon 
Oil Field 

Native communities also took 
control of a thermoelectric plant, oil 
tanks and key roads in the Loreto 
region. Around 500 Achuar indig- 
enous people in the Amazon rain- 
forest have demanded the cleanup 
of the oil field after decades of con- 
tamination from spilled crude oil. 

Apr 22 — Taiwanese Protesters 
Seize Parliament 

Citizens attempting to stop 
construction of the fourth nuclear 
power plant in Taiwan climbed 
over barricades and occupied the 
Parliament building. Police arrested 
eleven people and refused to let the 
medical team pass barricades to 
help injured protesters. 

Apr 26 — Activists Reoccupy 

Hambach Forest in Germany 

After being violently evicted by 
police on Mar 27, activists have 
set up new barricades and multi- 
ple treesits. The group has been 
occupying the forest since 2012 
to prevent the expansion of Eu- 
rope’s largest opencast coal mine 
by RWE. 

Apr 28 — Khanty Take Action to 
Stop Road Construction Through 
Sacred Site in Russia 

Representatives of the Khanty 
community of Nizhnevartovsk 
district blocked operations 
of the Varyoganneft oil 
company. A chum (a Siberian 
nomad tent) was erected 
...continued on page 8 



LOCALS CONTINUE FIGHT 
AGAINST PEABODY COAL 

. . . continued from page 4 

In early March 2014, loggers began to break new 
ground in the Shawnee Hills of southern Illinois. They 
were cutting trees to make way for the Rocky Branch 
strip mine, and were doing so without an Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) mining 
permit. Only two months before, the Illinois DNR 
issued a Notice of Violation for similar crimes: logging 
in preparation for a mine that was not yet approved. 
The notice demanded that Peabody “immediately 
cease timber cutting”; and yet, two months later, they 
were at it again, and still without a permit. 

On March 13, local residents and farmers used 
caution tape and their bodies to halt trucks heading 
to the Rocky Branch mine, forcing workers to unload 
their equipment on the side of the road. The blockad- 
ers also posted weight limit signs along Rocky Branch 
road, and claimed many of Peabody’s trucks were 
above the limit. 

Later that month activists set up another blockade 
at the Rocky Branch site. Two people were arrested 
for sitting in the road and refusing to move as sup- 
porters held a banner reading, “Fossil Fuels Are Kill- 
ing Our Future.” 

Meanwhile, Peabody was hard at work destroying 
the forested strip mine site. Here’s a status update 
from the Facebook page “Shawnee Hills and Hollers”: 

“Bulldozers are tearing houses down today. The 
red truck is towering in our communications 24/7. 
We are no longer in the United States of America — 
they are nowhere to be found. We are now living in 
the United Corporation of Peabody... Don’t take this! 
Stand up! Demand your rights! And get your asses 
over here!” 

Despite the destruction, the campaign is gaining 
momentum. One group, WashU Students Against 
Peabody, is resisting the mining projects by pressur- 
ing Washington University to cut its ties to Peabody 
Energy. Greg Boyce, CEO and president of Peabody, 
is on the university’s Board of Trustees, and the com- 




pany funds research at the college. In April, students 
with the anti-Peabody group held a sit-in on campus 
that lasted over two weeks. On May 3, nearly 100 
students rallied outside a meeting of the university’s 
Board of Trustees, and seven were arrested when 
they demanded to be let into the building. Less than 
a week after the rally, protesters from Take Back St. 
Louis, Dine (Navajo) Peabody resisters from Black 
Mesa, and residents from Rocky Branch rallied out- 
side of a Peabody shareholder’s meeting in Clayton, 
Missouri. Eleven were arrested at the demonstration. 

Actions like these have brought media attention and 
outside support to the issue. But it’s clear to those 
involved that the heart of the campaign is on the local 
level. Although unions have been fighting Peabody for 
over a century, many local residents weren’t made 
aware of how harmful these mines would be until it 
was almost too late. Now that they know, they’re not 
just angry at Peabody for lying to them and destroying 
their land, but also at the government for putting the 
desires of a corporation over the needs of the people 
it claims to represent. 

Residents — many of whom live off the land and 
whose very survival is linked to healthy soil and 
water — are attending local meetings in increasing 
numbers to express their opposition to the strip 
mines. At Environmental Protection Agency hearings 
and city council meetings it is now common to hear 
locals who were once supportive of Peabody calling 
out the company for lying through their teeth. They 
are doing independent research and finding that, 
rather than “improving the soil” as the company 
claims, they’re actively contaminating it. At meeting 
after meeting the government responds by pushing 
back decisions about the mine to future meetings, 
making no effort to heed the warnings of residents. 
And at meeting after meeting, residents are there to 
show the government that they cannot hide what 
they’re doing from the public. 

As mining escalates, so will opposition. Check the 
“Shawnee Hills and Hollers” Facebook page and stu- 
dentsagainstpeabody.org as the fight continues.^ 
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Slaughterhouse Blockaded in 
Germany 


May 1 0 — Activists with the group 
Mastanlagen Widerstand (Feedlots 
Resistance) locked down to a concrete 
barrel and made slashpiles to block 
the entrance to a slaughterhouse in 
Mockem where thousands of chickens 
are killed a day. 


. . . continued from page 6 

to block passage of equipment, 
with no plans to remove it until the 
oil workers left. Workers attempted 
to file a complaint with the police, 
but it was decided that there were 
no grounds. 

Apr 31 — Colombian Oil Produc- 
tion Hits 20-Month Low Due to 
Resistance 

The Cano-Limon pipeline was 
damaged in a March 25 guerrilla 
attack attributed to FARC rebels, 
and for over a month indigenous 
protesters prevented technicians 
from doing repairs. The indigenous 
U’wa peoples from Toledo 
municipality, Norte de Santander, 
lifted their blockade after the Mines 
and Energy Ministry agreed to 
suspend a nearby gas exploration 
project and start talks with them. 
The pipeline was blown up again 
the very next day, this time in an 
attack attributed to ELN guerrillas. 
There were 33 pipeline attacks in 
Colombia in the first quarter of 
2014 and a total of 259 in 2013. 

May 1 — Windows Smashed at 
University Animal Lab in Turkey 

Windows were broken and 
slogans painted at Halig University 
in Istanbul. “End Animal 
Experiments!” was written on the 
walls. 

May 1 — Forty-Four Arrested 
Blocking Russian Oil Tanker 

The Greenpeace ship Rainbow 
Warrior tried to prevent a Russian 


tanker delivering Arctic oil from 
docking. Activists also used 
paragliders, climbers, a fleet of 
boats, and inflatables to impede 
the tanker. 

Around May 6 — Excavator 
Sabotaged at Seattle Condo 
Development 

“Some anarchists” poured a 
gallon of bleach into an on-site 
excavator. The communique 
called this a “small but easily 
reproducible attack against the 
expansion of gentrification in 
Seattle.” 

May 10 or 11 — Sabotage at Road 
Construction Site in England 

At a highway construction site 
in Lancaster, “Eight vehicles, 
including excavators and dumper 
trucks, were damaged to the tune 
of thousands of pounds at the 
weekend,” according to police. In 
what appears to be an orchestrated 
campaign against the road 
construction project, other recent 
incidents have included sand 
poured in fuel tanks, tires being 
let out, damage to a temporary 
jetty, and hydraulic hoses being 
cut. 

May 12 — Crackdown on Chinese 
Waste Incinerator Protest 
Leaves Three Dead 

Dozens more were injured, 
hospitalized and arrested 
after hundreds of police began 
striking out with batons, tasers 
and tear gas against protesters 


in Hangzhou. At least 15 police 
vehicles were overturned and 
some of them burned after police 
attacked elderly people who were 
barricading an encampment. 
Protesters say the proposed waste 
incinerator plant will lead to 
pollution and health problems. 

Ongoing — Colombian Families 
Occupy Land Slated for Military 
Base 

Over 2,000 families from the 
community of Hector Alirio 
Martinez in the municipality of 
Fortul have been occupying land 
owned by the Ministry of Defense 
for five months. The land was orig- 
inally purchased by Occidental 
Petroleum in order to build a large 
new base to coordinate protection 
of a new oil pipeline. 

May 14 — Protesters Disrupt 
Genetically Engineered Trees 
Event in Florida 

Demonstrators interrupted 
an event hosted by genetically 
engineered tree company ArborGen. 
The group held a sign expressing 
their opposition to ArborGen’s 
request to commercially sell millions 
of potentially flammable and invasive 
genetically engineered eucalyptus 
trees for planting across the US 
South. 

May 14 — Violent Protests in Tur- 
key Over Deadly Mine Disaster 

A day after a mine disaster killed 
at least 274 people, Turkish police 
fired tear gas and water cannons 


| 8 | 



at thousands who were protesting 
in Ankara’s downtown Kizilay 
Square. Protesters also gathered 
in Taksim Square and in the town 
of Soma, where the mine explosion 
occurred. The crowds demanded 
the government step down, and a 
convoy containing Prime Minister 
Erdogan’s car was attacked by 
crowds who chanted for him to 
resign. 

May 15 — Hundreds Arrested 
in Brussels Blocking European 
Business Summit 

About 500 activists of the Dl-20 
Alliance gathered in the Belgian 
capital to block entrance to the 
summit. Riot police used water 
cannons on the crowd and arrested 
240 protesters. The summit and 
transatlantic treaty which it was 
discussing have been criticized 
for empowering multinational 
corporations at the expense of the 
social and environmental rights of 
citizens. 

May 15 — Lockdown Defends the 
Albany Bulb in California 

An activist locked down to a 
backhoe to stop police from de- 
stroying a home in the Bulb, an au- 
tonomous zone where tolerance for 
camping has allowed human and 
nonhuman inhabitants to live and 
flourish. The activist was charged 
with multiple felonies and bail was 
set at $65,000. 

May 17 — Russian ALF Cell 
Targets Equestrian Center 

The horsebox belonging to the 
Specialized Children and Youth 
Sports School of the Olympic 
Reserve was burned the morning 
of scheduled horse shows and 
contests. The communique cited 
animal abuse taking place within 
the facility. 

May 19-20 — Sabotage on High 
Speed Railway Track in Bologna, 
Italy 

Copper and fibre optic cables 
were cut along the track and two 
cockpits were set on fire. Graffiti 
that said “NO TAV” was left in the 
area. The No TAV movement has 


been fighting the high speed rail- 
way project for over 20 years. 

May 20 — ALF Frees Pheasants 
in Oregon 

A flight pen had its gate pried 
open, giving dozens of ringneck 
pheasants a chance to fly off into 
the countryside. Ringneck pheas- 
ants are a naturalized species to 
the Willamette Valley. The com- 
munique claimed “solidarity with 
animal liberation prisoner Kevin 
Olliff and the silent ones on the 
run.” 

May 20 — Blockade Launched 
Against Enbridge Line 9 Pipe- 
line in Ontario 

Area residents blockaded the 
access road to an exposed section 
of the pipeline, turning away 
employees. 

May 21 — Rising Tide Infiltrates 
Canadian LNG Conference 

Members of Rising Tide Coast 
Salish Territories gained access to 
the second annual International 
LNG Conference in BC to warn 
major business players about 
the risks of investing in Liquified 
Natural Gas. The infiltrators 
unfurled a banner that read “BC 
LNG: Invest at your own RISK” 


just prior to Minister of Natural 
Gas and Housing Rich Coleman’s 
opening address. 

May 21 — Anti-Chevron Protests 
Span Five Continents 

Indigenous groups in Ecuador, 
Argentina and Nigeria called on 
consumers and governments 
to stop doing business with 
Chevron and its subsidiaries, 
while communities across Europe, 
North America, South America 
and Australia held demonstrations 
against the oil giant. The actions 
took place just days before the 
company’s annual general meeting, 
and were meant to pressure 
the company to reevaluate its 
environmental record and impact 
statements. 

May 21 — Mexican Town Fights 
to Protect Water 

Between 50 and 70 residents of 
San Bartolo Ameyalco, Mexico were 
injured resisting the diversion of 
their natural spring well. Workers 
of the Water System of Mexico, 
City were laying pipe while 1,500 
riot police guarded them, when 
residents armed with pipes, sticks 
and stones attempted to forcibly 
prevent construction. Over 50 
police were injured, two of whom 



NSW Suspends 
Metgasco’s Drilling 
License 


May 1 5 — The New South 
Wales government suspend- 
ed Metgasco’s license to drill 
for gas at Bentley, an area 
activists had been occupy- 
ing for several months, em- 
ploying lockdowns, aerial 
blockades and mass pro- 
tests. Police were planning 
to break up the blockade 
on May 1 9, with up to 800 
police preparing to be dis- 
patched in a raid they code- 
named “Operation Stapler. ” 


Photo from luminousmudbrick.net 
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Activist Locks Down to 
Icelandic Whaling Ship 


June 5 — The activists goal 
was to raise awareness of 
Iceland's whaling practices , 
which include a quota of 154 
minke whales this season. 
The blockader ended the 
action after 15 hours due to 
death threats from workers 
and other whaling advocates. 


were hospitalized, and several 
police vehicles were destroyed. 

May 23 — Greenpeace Blockades 
Lumber Company Headquarters 
in Virginia 

Protesting Lumber Liquidator’s 
links to illegal logging in the Brazil- 
ian Amazon, Greenpeace disrupted 
the company’s annual stockholder 
meeting. Activists locked them- 
selves to vehicles and a tripod, 
stopping anyone from entering or 
exiting the property. 

May 24 — Locals Attack Nickel 
Mine After Effluent Spill in New 
Caledonia 

Dozens of protesters caused tens 
of millions of dollars in damage to 
vehicles, equipment and buildings 
at a nickel mining site. The rioters, 
who burned machines and shot 
at police, were angered over the 
spilling of 100,000 liters of acid- 
tainted effluent into a local river. 
Residents are calling for the plant 
to be closed for good. 

May 27 — Activist Arrested 
Blockading Vermont Gas 
Headquarters 

Rising Tide Vermont blockaded 
the entrance and dropped a banner 
at the headquarters of Vermont 
Gas, demanding the company 
cancel its plans to build a tracked 
oil pipeline. One person was 
arrested after locking her neck to 
the main entrance of the building. 


May 27 — Greenpeace Blocks 
Two Oil Rigs in Netherlands and 
Norway 

Residents of twelve countries 
joined forces and blocked rigs 
headed to the Arctic Ocean for 
offshore drilling. A total of 45 
activists occupied the ships and 
called for a ban on offshore oil 
drilling and industrial fishing in 
the Arctic. Thirty people in the 
Netherlands were arrested. 

May 27 — Northern California 
Forest Defenders Stop Loggers 

A group of local residents 
and forest defenders prevented 
further logging in the Mattole 
River Headwaters of Humboldt 
County by confronting loggers. A 
proposed road would go through 
mixed conifer and hardwood forest 
and would facilitate helicopter 
yarding of old growth in the area. 

May 29 — Hudson Valley Earth 
First! Protest Gas Power Plant 
Project in NYC 

Activists converged and 
disrupted the 9th Annual 
Northeast Power and Gas Markets 
Conference at the New York 
Marriott downtown. Protesters 
were angered by the Public 
Service Commission’s recent 
decision to grant Competitive 
Power Ventures, LLC a permit to 
build a tracked gas power plant in 
Orange County, NY. 


May 30 — Lockdown in BC Against 
LNG Industry 

Three activists locked 
themselves to the gate of a 
Chevron in North Burnaby to 
protest exploitative resource 
extraction in Canada. U-locks and 
chains were used to prevent trucks 
from entering the premises. 
The activists stated that they 
intended to stay until all permit 
applications are withdrawn and 
all construction on the Pacific 
Trail Pipeline project is halted. 

Around May 30 — Rubber Bullets, 
Stun Grenades at Belo Monte in 
Brazil 

A delegation of approximately 
20 Xikrin indigenous people was 
attacked by police when they 
tried to enter the Belo Monte 
construction site. The group 
wanted to talk with representatives 
of Norte Energia SA, and to call for 
the fulfillment of the indigenous 
conditions stipulated in the Basic 
Environmental Plan that forms 
part of the construction contract. 

May 31 — Lockdown and Treesit 
Hold Down Leard Blockade in 
Australia 

An activist in a koala costume 
locked down to a truck in the 
Leard State Forest to highlight 
threats to koalas hibernating in 
the area. Clearing of the forest 
by Whitehaven Coal began the 
week prior in preparation for the 
Maules Creek Mine. Sitters were 
also in the trees hoping to prevent 
further deforestation. 

June 5 — Fracking Trucks 
Blocked from Entering Well Site 
in Ohio 

A resident of Athens County 
barricaded a frack waste transfer 
station by locking herself to the 
gates. No trucks could enter or 
leave the site, and K&H injection 
operations were effectively 
stopped. A banner placed over the 
gates read, “12 Tons of Soil and 
Water Contaminated. K&H2 Not 
Safe,” referencing the two wells 
the company recently drilled in 
the area. ^ 
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Dear Shit fer Brains 

letters to the editors 


Send us your love/hate mail: 

Earth First! Journal 

PO Box 964 

Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(Please keep your letters to 300 words or less.) 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

I would like to talk to David 
Foreman or someone about taking the 
governments of the Earth to a world 
court in a lawsuit for $17 trillion or 
more for failing to provide the basic 
necessities of life — clean water, clean 
air, & healthy food. The amount is 
what I believe it will take to clean up & 
repair our eco-system & start to build a 
sustainable civilization; that’s what the 
money can be used for. I know we could 
win this lawsuit; the proof is all around 
us & is so overwhelming that it’s driving 
me crazy — the mass extinctions on land 
& water, the poisoning of our food & 
air, the cancer that is killing so many, 
the destruction of our eco-system all 
because of greed. It has to stop!!! So let’s 
hit them where it hurts & during this 
process you can also submit an Earth 
First! world constitution that protects 
this beautiful planet & all life on it for 
all time. This is not a joke so please get 
back to me asap & let me know if this is 
just a pipe dream or a viable option to 
end the madness. I can only hope that 
it is. My name is Wade the Greenman 
Thank you for your time & have a great 
green day. 

— Wade Fotherby 

Dear Wade the Greenman, 

We truly appreciate your passion when 
it comes to fighting the atrocities commit- 
ted by the governments of the world. Yes , 
as you say, the proof is all around us, and 
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it has to stop. Unfortunately, many of us 
aren't sure that a lawsuit would get the job 
done. Afier all, the judges in the higher 
courts are as dedicated to the Earth-de- 
stroying, extinction-driving, food- and 
air-poisoning, cancer-causing system as the 
worst of them, so it would hardly be a fair 
trial. In fact, many folks join groups like 
Earth First! and decide to engage in direct 
action because they've tried working with- 
in the system, and seen that it doesn't seem 
to work. Petitions, letters to government 
officials, voting, lawsuits, even running for 
office or infiltrating giant “ environmental " 
NGOs ofien doesn't cut it. Indeed, all these 
means are offered by the system as ‘"checks 
and balances" precisely because they don't 
work. Our greedy, tyrannical government 
wouldn't just hand us a means for stopping 
them, would they? 

That being said, we fully support any 
Earth-saving effort you take that comes 
from the heart. Although we may not be 
able to help with this particular endeavor, 
we wish you the best, and I sincerely hope 
that you can cost the bastards some money 
(hopefully even $17 trillion — though we 
all know they've done more damage than 
any stack of government paper can make 
up for). 

In the meantime, don't go crazy! 
Remember that you are not alone. People 
around the world are waking up to the 
fact that we have only one planet, and 
industrial civilization is destroying it piece 
by piece. Find folks in your community, 
start or join a group, and do whatever you 
feel is righteous to take this planet 
from the warmongers and give it 
back to the plants and animals. 

For the Wild! 

— Rabbit 


Drawing by Stick 
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Dear Shit for Brains, 

Isn’t it lovely and ironic that the first 
attempt to have a dry RRR was also 
the first appearance of a cash bar at an 
RRR? Anarchy and chaos are alive and 
well! I love you people (some of you 
anyway) . 

— Gin Phlegm, aka Uncle Asshole 

Hello, Wild-Kindred, 

Please, add my lil’bit, to the fight, 
for the wild. 

I enjoy the occasional mag sent me 
& “the work,” we all do collectively & 
individually, keeps me thinking young 
& also, thanking, the young. I am not 
cyber literate, nor do I own a machine. 

I reckon, I’m a Ludd by default & wish 
y’all had a publication list or titles to 
sell by mail. I’m a contrarian & not 
much inclined for membership per se, 
rather free association & joining forces, 
to achieve an end & then taking leave 
& returning, as needed. So, I do thank 
y’all, for being brave & risking freedom, 
for principle & sitting atop tall trees 
& poles, speaking truth to blather & 
realizing what’s best, for our planetary 
mother & all life. 

Friend, 

— Lyman 


Dear DSFB, 

Pizza? Checkers? Steel Reserve? 

I got a job at a fish & chips restau- 
rant so now I can donate my tips and 
I feel guilty that I am profiting off the 
destruction of ocean biodiversity. It’s 
OK though because my boss saves the 
environment by not allowing employees 
to drink beverages out of wax paper 
cups. Sorry I still haven’t organized a 
fundraiser for the Journal. Love & and 
miss you all. 

—Wiley 
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by Rising Tide Vermont 

GENETICALLY ENGINEERED TREES 

& THE BIOECONOMY 

Business as U sual U nder a Green Veneer 


As climate change and biodiversity loss threaten life as 
we know it, the very systems causing the crisis are vying 
to control its solutions. Industrial capitalism, including its 
inherent resource extraction, land theft and mistreatment 
of human and non-human beings, is fighting for survival 
at all costs. 

Nevertheless, industry-funded scientists continue their 
crusade into the genetically engineered world, dooming any 
species or human community that stands in the way of their 
technocratic future. 

Just as early European explorers conquered foreign lands 
in search of new resources, the biotech industry proposes to 
conquer the genetic fabric of life to ensure a future for the 
industrial economy. 

Based on the assumptions that the continued 
commodification of nature, global extraction, and the 
trade of resources can and should continue indefinitely, 
biotech offers a capitalist-driven solution to the food, fuel 
and resource crises facing humanity. The very idea that 
genetic engineering is appropriate and safe is predicated 
on the assumption that humans can and should dominate 
all life. This anthropocentric view of the world stems 
from the same philosophy that justifies the continued 
colonization of indigenous peoples across the world. This 
dangerous thinking creates dangerous solutions: patented 
seeds, increased herbicides and pesticides, and replacing 
biodiversity with monoculture plant factories. 

Over the past several years, biotechnology companies 
like Monsanto and DuPont have come under increasing 
scrutiny from people worried about the impacts of 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs). These companies 
have ushered in a new era of increased corporate control over 
seed and food production, the patenting of seed strains and 
a swift move toward a food system that relies on chemical 
and petroleum inputs to sow cheap and dangerous food-like 
substances. In response to this, millions across the world are 
rising up against the hegemonic power of Monsanto and the 
agribusiness industry. 

In the US, Monsanto and their slick PR strategy have 
managed to avoid a crisis by defeating nearly every statewide 
attempt at food labeling or banning of GMOs. However, 


while resistance to genetically engineered (GE) foods remains 
focused on this one company, a new arm of biotechnology 
has emerged seemingly overnight, unscathed, and is poised 
to go commercial. 

Though less publicized than GE foods, the biotech GE 
tree industry is a marriage between cut-throat companies 
like Monsanto, International Paper, Weyerhauser, Suzano 
Papel e Celulose and other multinationals. The industry 
promises to “improve” traditional timber products through 
designing superior trees. The ultimate goal: Create a new 
global market for tree-based products, from plastics to 
biofuels. 

Fueled by a neoliberal vision of building a new 
“bioeconomy,” the dream of fast-growing, highly efficient 
and easily-processed trees has been developing for over 
two decades in university, government and corporate labs 
across the world. 

The bioeconomy describes the idea of a new industrial 
order that relies on biologically-based materials, technologies 
and “services” using techniques such as synthetic biology 
and nanotechnology to transform living “biomass” into 
fuels, chemicals and power. This represents a supposedly 
palatable proposal to avert these crises without challenging 
corporate control and power through the use of feedstocks 
that will, in theory, grow forever. 

The bioeconomy — and GE trees, which are a core 
component of its success — will do nothing to challenge 
the root causes of climate change, social inequity and 
systems of oppression like patriarchy, colonialism and 
anthropocentrism. Nor will they take pressure off already 
devastated ecosystems or address overconsumption, the 
main driver of deforestation. 

The bioeconomy views nature as an infinitely exploitable 
array of inputs to drive economic growth. As such, it proposes 
an intensification of resource extraction in colonized lands, 
primarily in the global south. Indigenous and land-based 
peoples in Latin America, Indonesia, Africa and elsewhere 
have been resisting this kind of extraction since it began. The 
bioeconomy is sure to increase the often violent conflicts 
between people and the corporate-controlled state in these 
regions, further destroying communities and ecosystems. 
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DIVORCING THE FOREST FROM THE TREE IN THE 
SOUTHEASTERN US 

Opponents of GMOs argue that these crops are dangerously 
different from their natural relatives. This certainly applies 
to GE trees being bred for cold-tolerance, faster growth, 
herbicide, pest-resistance and other traits. 

Companies like US-based ArborGen — the leading pro- 
ducer of enhanced tree seedlings worldwide — claim their 
fast growing “purpose-grown” trees will take pressure off of 
so-called wild forests. In reality, GE trees only increase the 
efficiency and economic return of production, which does 
nothing to ensure conservation or land restoration. In fact, 
quite the opposite. Intensively managed plantations have 
actually increased the rate of conversion of native forests 
and grasslands to industrial tree factories. According to the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organization, between 1990 and 
2010 the average yield of wood from plantations doubled, 
yet the amount of land occupied by those plantations in- 
creased over 60 percent from 97 to 153 million hectares. 

The most effective way to protect native forests, as it 
turns out, is not by turning them over to NGOs or gov- 
ernments to create conserved “human exclusion zone” for- 
ests, where there is no one left to protect the forests from 
logging — legal or illegal. Rather, the most effective way to 
protect forests is to give control back to the indigenous or 
other communities that depend on them. Oh yes, and by 
abolishing the timber industry altogether. 

Ironically, ArborGen is using GE eucalyptus trees to ar- 
gue the value of plantations to conserve forests. Ideal for 
production, eucalyptus is fast-growing and can be used for 
pulp products and marketed as a “bioenergy” crop. ArborGen 
hopes with a little bit of genetic modification it can grow even 
faster, resist herbicides and succeed in colder climates. 

But eucalyptus trees, native to Australia, are classified 
as invasive in Florida, California and Hawaii. They are also 
known to be highly flammable. Non-native eucalyptus trees 
fueled the 1991 Oakland, California, firestorm that burned 
thousands of homes and killed twenty-five people. These 
traits have led GE eucalyptus trees to be nicknamed “flam- 
mable kudzu” and “living firecrackers.” 

Even the US Forest Service has reported concerns that 
GE eucalyptus trees planted in the southern US would 
use twice the water of native species in the same region. In 
South Africa, eucalyptus plantations are known for causing 
or worsening droughts and displacing local populations. In 
Chile, some Mapuche communities must truck in water 
because surrounding eucalyptus plantations have depleted 
their groundwater. 

In Brazil, members of the Landless Workers Movement 
have destroyed nurseries of eucalyptus seedlings because of 
the impacts the plantations have on their communities. 


Enabling eucalyptus to grow in colder climates will 
spread these disastrous traits to new bioregions, not just in 
the US, but globally. The United States Department of Agri- 
culture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (US DA 
APHIS) is currently working on a draft Environmental Im- 
pact Statement for ArborGens petition to deregulate (legal- 
ize) their freeze- tolerant GE eucalyptus. 

If USDA APHIS decides to deregulate GE eucalyptus, 
ArborGen hopes to sell hundreds of millions of seedlings 
each year across the southern US for planting in pulp and 
bioenergy plantations. Parts of the southern US have expe- 
rienced intense drought over the past decade, and are in no 
state for plantations of flammable, water-greedy trees. 

These plans haven’t gone unchallenged. In 2010, several 
organizations, including Global Justice Ecology Project, the 
Center for Food Safety and the Center for Biological Di- 
versity, sued the USDA for allowing ArborGen to establish 
test plots of GE eucalyptus in seven southern states (SC, FL, 
GA, MS, AL, LA, TX). 

By April 2013, over 37,000 people submitted comments 
to the USDA opposing the deregulation of GE eucalyptus. 
Only four comments were submitted in favor, and one of 
those was from a representative of International Paper, one 
of ArborGens joint owners. 

During the International Tree Biotechnology 2013 
Conference in Asheville, North Carolina, over 200 
demonstrators descended upon the conference center, 
denouncing ArborGen and other GE tree companies. 
Because the southern US sits in the crosshairs for disastrous 
GE eucalyptus plantations, the tree was a major focus of the 
demonstrations, which included five arrests over four days. 

AMERICAN CHESTNUT: THE TROJAN HORSE 

ArborGen has been faced with massive public opposition 
from the growing movement opposed to GE trees. This re- 
sistance is compounded by industry ties to Monsanto; the 
company was an initial investor in the venture that eventually 
became ArborGen, and many of ArborGens executives are 
former Monsanto employees. Naturally, GE tree proponents 
are embarking on a plan to win over public support. Con- 
flating high-tech, risky science with environmental conserva- 
tion, ArborGen, The Monsanto Foundation and the Forest 
Health Initiative, among others, are funding efforts to re- 
store the nearly extinct American 
chestnut with GE blight-resistant 
chestnuts. 

GE tree companies and odd 
bedfellows like Duke Energy are 
getting in on the chestnut resto- 
ration effort a little late. As most 
chestnut enthusiasts know, a 
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non-GE blight resistant American chestnut is nearly a 
reality. This was achieved through traditional crossbreeding 
and propagation of seeds from naturally resistant trees. 

In fact, there is a near fanatical zeal in the chestnut 
restoration world right now, as they are on the brink of 
success after over 40 years of work. Because the chestnut 
was virtually eliminated by a blight introduced in the late 
1800s, restoration of the charismatic tree would represent 
the first “de-extinction” event of its kind. 

However, a recent flood of articles in publications like 
The Economist leave readers with the assumption that, 
without genetic engineering, there will be no restoration of 
the American chestnut. This is likely related to the increased 
corporate funding of GE chestnut research. 

Duke Energy, which has funded GE chestnut research, 
is interested in the opportunities afforded by the American 
chestnut for various corporate greenwashing schemes to 
promote false solutions to climate change. Restoration is a 
convenient guise for a potential cash crop, helping to clean 
up Dukes dirty image and maintain control over the regions 
land and economy. 

Unlike other GE trees, such as poplar and pine, GE 
American chestnuts are being designed with the express 
intent of releasing fertile trees into wild forests, and then 
being able to cross with “wild” American chestnuts. 
The impacts of the uncontainable and uncontrollable 
contamination of natural forests with GE American 
chestnuts are not, however, being independently studied. 
The USDA is relying on the fox to guard the hen house, 
and gave half a million dollars to GE chestnut researchers 
at State University of New York Environmental Science 
Forestry (ESF) to evaluate the environmental impacts of 
their own GE American chestnuts. 

If ultimately approved for unregulated release into the 
environment, GE American chestnuts will open the door 
for approval of other native versions of GE trees including 
poplars and pines. Chestnuts are the perfect Trojan horse for 
the GE tree industry, leading the public to believe that genetic 
engineering can advance conservation of the natural world. 

A SECRET WORTH HIDING 

ArborGen and the University of Florida (UF) teamed up 
to develop high-terpene (and extremely flammable) GE 
loblolly pines for processing into liquid biofuels. Their 
research is specifically intended for using terpene, which 
naturally occurs in loblolly pine, for the aviation industry. 

This influx of money into GE tree research may explain 
why the University of Florida recently silenced opposition to 
GE trees on their Gainesville, Florida, campus. In October 
2013, members of an organizing tour put on by Global Justice 
Ecology Project and others were thrown off of the University 


of Florida campus and threatened with arrest after a planned 
speaking event there was unexpectedly canceled. 

The tour, entitled “The Growing Threat: Genetically 
Engineered Trees and the Future of Forests,” was scheduled 
to present at UF, but, only days before, the student organizing 
the event was informed that the room he had reserved had 
been cancelled. The tour participants were given several 
excuses for the cancellation, and when they tried to gain 
access to the building to ask about moving to a different 
room, they were confronted by UF police, threatened with 
arrest, and banned from the campus for three years. 

Days after the UF incident, the tour learned that it was 
being monitored by the FBI when an official at Palm Beach 
State College informed a student organizer she had been 
contacted by the domestic surveillance agency and warned 
that members of the Earth First! movement were involved 
with the GE trees tour and could become “disruptive.” 

While the debate continues on the benefits verses the 
dangers offered by loblolly pines engineered to produce up 
to five times the natural amount of flammable terpenes, 
it is clear that the establishments tied to this industry are 
unwilling to allow room to even discuss the subject. We have 
witnessed how far the universities that financially benefit 
from biotech will go to show that they care more about 
protecting their corporate relationships and government 
funding than fostering a space for free thinking and 
information sharing. 

As efforts in the southern US ramp up to convert millions 
of acres of forests and farmland into “highly efficient” industrial 
timber plantations, the implications of success for the GE tree 
industry resonate worldwide, along with resistance to it. 

The impacts of tree biotechnology — and biotechnology 
in general — are so far-reaching that we can hardly understand 
the long-term risks, or even know what questions to ask to 
evaluate them. What we do know is that biotech and the 
bioeconomy do not offer the kind of revolutionary, systemic 
solutions to climate change and biodiversity protection 
many social movements are fighting for today. 

This fledgling industry — which can surely be defeated 
before it destroys forests and forest-dependent communities 
across the world — presents us with an important question: 
Will we allow the continued colonization of all things sacred, 
including the genetic fabric of life itself, at the cost of many 
and for the benefit of an elite few; or will movements across 
the world rise up in defense of life and nature, defeating the 
bioeconomy and abolishing all forms of domination? 

It is a question we must answer, and fast. To get 
involved in the fight to stop GE trees, contact ruddy@ 

GLOBALJUSTICEECOLOGY.ORG.^ 
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Blast 

from 

the 

Past 

Editor’s Note: This Blast from the Past was first 
published in Live Wild or Die! (LWOD!), 
issue #1, page 25. LWOD! was a newspaper 
published by Earth Firstlers and other radi- 
cals and anarchists from 1989 into the early 
90s. The paper was not a direct split from the 
EE! movement , but openly criticized certain 
aspects of EE! while attempting to broaden 
the scope of resistance beyond environmental 
issues, and amplify voices that weren’t being 
heard within the realm of EE!. At its core 
LWOD! was an anti-civilization paper with 
big dreams and a unique sense of humor. You 
can read a few issues of live Wild or Die! on 
THETALONCONSPIRACY. COM. 


BRENTWOOD, CA NOVEMBER 30, 1987 

A group calling itself the “Mindless Thugs Against Genetic En- 
gineering” sabotaged a test of the genetically engineered pseudomo- 
nas bacteria called “Frostban.” The substance is intended for use in 
helping strawberries and other cold-sensitive crops survive frosts by 
inhibiting the formation of ice crystals. This was the third attempt 
at open-air testing of this bacteria by AGS, the company which “de- 
veloped” it. And thus far, all three have been trashed. In the first two 
actions, strawberry and potato plants were pulled up. This time salt 
and chemicals were dumped for a more lasting effect. 

Ruining these open-air tests is crucial to stopping the manipula- 
tion of life through genetic engineering. The environmental effects of 
releasing a totally foreign organism are incalculable and potentially 
irreversible. It is equivalent to a creature from another planet infesting 
the Earth: it may have no natural predators or control mechanism. 
This is potentially big business, but for now, research money must 
come largely from investors. The sabotage will keep investors away 
and ruin test results necessary to collect data on the product’s effec- 
tiveness. Its not cheap and no farmer or ag-chem company will pay 
for something that may not work. 

In the previous two sabotages, as with this one, the tests continued 
despite the fact that no reliable data could be collected from plants 
that were so damaged. The reason for this is that the tests were also 
to set a precedent for open-air releases of GE-altered organisms. The 
company firmly denies this, but their continuance of the test proves 
their true intentions. This test was delayed by two weeks due to the 
sabotage. 

The following is a description of the action from one of the 
saboteurs: 

We had the area scoped really good, maps and everything. We 
were dropped off about a quarter mile from the site and hiked 
across fields and orchards to get there. Really eerie — you could see 
the massive spotlight for miles and even in the orchard behind it 
we felt exposed. We jumped from one tree shadow to another and 
kept low. There were six of us, each with a huge sack of salt except 
for one who had a 5-gallon fire extinguisher full of ammonia. The 
plot was about football field-sized and divided up into sections. 
After the last two sabotages they put an 8 ’ chainlink fence around 
it, brought in the massive generator-powered spotlight and two 
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guards in a trailer. We could see the guards sitting “buddies” and so we split in different directions in 

inside playing cards. We each had our pre-selected groups of two. We all reached the pick up spot and 

section and we spread out along the fence. Then the the waiting car within a few minutes of each oth- 

first group was over and that was our cue. It was er, hopped in and split. We figured the cops could 

really scary \ like breaking into a prison camp or be there pretty quick so we headed straight for the 

something. In a second everyone was at their part highway. Along the way \ we switched shoes and 

of the plot systematically pouring salt up and down tossed the old ones into a dense brush field miles 

the rows of plants. The light inside the guardshack from the site. A few minutes later we were on the 

went out. It was so tense! But everyone kept calm highway blending in with the anonymous stream of 

and methodically finished their tasks within two or commuter traffic. We were never so glad to be part 

three minutes. And all the time that blazing spot- of rush hour! 

light was on us — it felt so exposed! Then everyone 

was done and we bolted for the fence, up and over. The action received major news coverage, most of 

Just to get in their faces a little bit more, we left the it looking very bad for AGS and biotech in general. In 

fire extinguisher with an Earth First! sticker on it one article, the company stated that because of the sab- 

standing in the middle of the field. We each had otage they may have to go to Australia or Italy in order 

to continue the tests. They were assured by an an- 
ti-biotech spokesman, however, that equally fierce 
resistance would be forthcoming from there as 
well. At the present, there is talk of AGS pulling 
out of Frostban research due to lack of investor 
support and funding. 

Below is the communique sent by the saboteurs 
to the media and anti-genetic engineering activists: 
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In the early hours of Monday, November 30, 
beneath blinding spotlights, under the noses of 
two guards and despite an 8-foot fence we entered 
the test site. The strawberry plants were complete- 
ly covered with 250 lbs of salt and a large fire 
extinguisher full of ammonia. In addition, an 
unidentified slow-acting herbicide was randomly 
applied. These activities are an escalation of tac- 
tics in response to your continued insistence on 
endangering all life on this planet with genetical- 
ly engineered madness. 

The anti-freezing properties of salt will inval- 
idate any tests on this land to prove the effective- 
ness of Frostban. The toxic properties of salt will 
kill the strawberry plants in a few days and pre- 
vent future plants from thriving on this farmer’s 
land. Farmers allowing their land to be used for 
such tests must consider their land as a target and 
must take responsibility for introducing “crimi- 
nal elements” into their communities. 

— Mindless Thugs Against Genetic Engineering 

We will not allow you to succeed — everffi^ 


Illustration from Capitalism Must Die by Stephanie McMillan 

[Review on page 28] 
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Hounding the 

WISCONSIN WDLl 


According to a survey conducted by the Humane Society 85 
percent of Wisconsin supports a ban on using packs of dogs to 
chase down and hunt wolves. However, on December 2, 2013, 
it became legal for hunters to use packs of dogs to hunt wolves. 
Wisconsin is the only state to authorize the practice. 

With this aggressive hunting method, animal behavior 
experts — including Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) Wildlife Biologist Randy Jurewicz 
(retired) and animal behavior expert Patricia B. McConnell 
(Ph.D) — warn that violent clashes are inevitable. Only 
in the state of Wisconsin are wolf hounders permitted to 
release dogs fitted with radio collars, giving them free rein 
to run down packs of wolves. Hounders are also allowed to 
arm dogs with spike collars consisting of nails and shards 
of steel, intended to lacerate the mouths of wolves as they 
try to defend themselves and their family members. With 
canine-on-canine conflict, it becomes a blood sport — no 
more than an organized dog fight. 

To minimize depredations, the DNR maintains a 
website and sends out email alerts regarding areas in which 
wolves, who are highly territorial animals, have killed dogs. 
But some hunters with dogs are not avoiding these areas. 
For example, the site lists a dozen attacks since 2009 by the 
Flag River wolf pack within a small area in Bayfield County. 

Furthermore, hunters who choose to put their dogs at 
risk of horrific injury and even death can be compensated 
with Wisconsin tax payer dollars. A dog killed by a wolf 
can earn its owner up to $5,000 in depredation payments, 
even though hunters knowingly put these dogs in harms 
way. According to the Wisconsin DNR, 23 bear-hunting 
dogs were killed by wolves and an estimated $140,000 was 
paid to the owners as compensation in 2013. No other state 
compensates owners for hunting dogs killed by wolves. 
Many speculate that Wisconsin’s compensation program 
creates an incentive for abuse. 

Since the wolf depredation program began in 1985, the 
Wisconsin DNR has paid out $1.6 million in compensation 
for attacks on livestock and other animals. Nearly a third of 
this sum has gone to the owners of hunting dogs. 

Unfortunately, a handful of small, powerful, politically 
entrenched advocacy groups have had everything to do with 
influencing wolf management policies in Wisconsin. These 


groups include the Wisconsin Bear Hunters 
Association, the Safari Club International, and 
United Sportsmen of Wisconsin. Since 2004, 
these groups have collectively spent nearly 
$400,000 lobbying state officials for 
their support of the wolf hunt. 

Earlier this year, a majority of the Wisconsin Conservation 
Congress — the only statutory body in the state where 
citizens elect delegates to advise the Natural Resources Board 
and the DNR on how to responsibly manage Wisconsin’s 
natural resources — voted to prohibit the use of dogs in wolf 
hunting altogether. The passing of Senator Fred Risser’s (D) 
Bill 93 would accomplish this goal. However, it is currently 
languishing in the Senate Natural Resources Committee 
and has not yet been scheduled for a hearing. 

Wolves of Douglas County Wisconsin (WDCW), a wolf 
advocacy group in the northern part of the state, has been 
working with Senator Fred Risser to have dogs removed from 
the wolf hunt. Right now the group is focused on exposing the 
cruelty of this practice. “We want Wisconsinites to know what 
will happen when packs of dogs are unleashed on wolves,” said 
Rachel Tilseth, founder of WDCW. “There has never been a 
more important time for the people of Wisconsin to show they 
are not going to give in to a small group of people that want to 
torture animals for fun under the guise of sport.’” 

The brutality, abuse and torture of wolves and dogs 
should not be acceptable to the people of Wisconsin. Wolf 
hunting with dogs is nothing more than state-sanctioned 
animal fighting. Was the state’s intention to spend decades 
of money to restore our endangered wolf population, only 
to allow a small percentage of barbaric hunters and trappers 
to take them back to the brink of extinction?^ 

Britt Ricci is a Northern Wisconsin native and graduate of 
geography and environmental studies from the University of 
Wisco ns in -Madiso n . She has a great interest in predator-human 
relationships and writes because the mainstream media has 
done a very poor job covering the reckless “wolf management” 
policies that have taken precedence in Wisconsin. 
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Excerpts from EF! Primer, 2001-2010, 
edited and updated for Samhain 2014 

Earth First! is a verb, not a noun. In order to be an 
environmental movement, you’ve got to move! Direct 
action means personal, spiritual and strategic efforts to 
defend the Earth. 

Earth First! is defined by action, the purpose of which 
is to: 

Halt the Destruction: Force governments and corporations 
to stop their exploitative extraction of natural resources. 
Even seemingly “symbolic” direct actions can stop the ma- 
chine by costing time, money and credibility. 

Raise the Stakes: Send a clear message of “No more busi- 
ness as usual” to the despoilers. Demonstrate to the world 
that when all of our letters are ignored and our legal ap- 
peals denied, we still refuse to accept the destruction of 
the Earth. 

Attract Media: You can’t hope to change people’s minds or 
put pressure on politicians without calling attention to the 
damage. Civil disobedience can expose an issue through cap- 
turing the interest of print, television, radio and online media. 
Strengthen Resolve: Direct action is the most empowering 
event imaginable, a rite of passage that fills the participant 
with a feeling of deep connection to a threatened place and 
a community of resistance. 

STRATEGIC DIRECT ACTION 

Strategic direct action requires a code of integrity. Every- 
one involved should agree to a common set of principles 
or the media and police may focus on the conduct of a few 
participants rather than the original intent of the action. 

Be thoughtful about who you work with, whatever 
your tactics might be. 

Identify potential arrestees in your affinity group ahead 
of time and have a list of their names and addresses. Pair 
each of them up with a support person who can be re- 
sponsible for their keys, identification, etc. Monitor and 
record any arrests using a camera or video if possible and 
follow them through the legal process until they are re- 
leased and as they prepare for a trial, where cases can be 
presented all over again in a high profile public spectacle 
at the courthouse. 

If you are committed not to move — even if it means 
your arrest — stand your ground. To break and run might 
defeat the purpose of your action and endanger others. 
Don’t put yourself in a dangerous position unless you are 
willing to face danger. Otherwise, choose a less risky role 
in the action. 

No drugs, alcohol or weapons should be carried at the 
site of any Earth First! action. 



SAVAGE MOUNTAIN EARTH FIRST! 


We call these mountains home. 

We swim in these ponds, we fish in these rivers, we run 
through these forests, we breathe this air, we drink this 

water. 

We are students, teachers, farmers, business owners, 
Eagle Scouts, naturalists, ecologists, community 
organizers, mothers, fathers, children. 

We are neighbors, musicians, artists, dancers, 
adventurers, herbalists, wildcrafters, activists, 
homemakers, homesteaders, town folk and country 

folk. 

We are friends, we are community, we are family. 

We are SAVAGE MOUNTAIN EARTH FIRST! 

We declare ourselves as a contingent of residents of 
the western counties of the state of Maryland who will 
not stand for the degradation of our home. We are 
citizens of Savage Mountain, of the Savage River, of 
the Youghiogheny River, of Green Ridge State Forest, of 
Savage Run and New Germany state parks, and as such 
we recognize our collective duties to the defense of these 
and all communities throughout our bioregion. 

We oppose fracking. 
We oppose clearcutting. 
We oppose the destruction of our mountaintops and 

ridgelines. 

We oppose the poisoning of our waters and the fouling of 

our air. 

We oppose the wholesale slaughter of our non-human 
siblings, and it is with them that we stand. 

Put simply, we oppose the destruction of our home. 

Our position is simply this: 
NO COMPROMISE. 

SAVAGEMOUNTAINEF(a) RISEUP.NET 
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STARTING AN EARTH FIRST! GROUP 

Earth First! is an international movement composed of small, 
bioregionally-based groups. To start an Earth First! group in your 
area, consider the following: 

Campaigns: Earth First! campaigns target human actions that adversely 
impact biological diversity This can include ancient forest defense, 
endangered species protection, opposition to urban sprawl and sup- 
porting communities most affected by environmental destruction. 
Spend time exploring watersheds, mountains and canyons, have con- 
versations with those local and native to your region to better under- 
stand the history and work that is being done already. 

Meetings: Meet to strategize, plan and carry out your actions! And 
gather for potlucks, movie nights, hikes, swims, music, etc. 

Security: The importance of responsible security must not be under- 
estimated. Be smart, be aware and get to know the people in your 
group. Look into reading material on the topic of “security culture” 
to find out more. 

Tactics: Education through handouts, news releases, articles, public 
presentations, attending and commenting at public meetings, etc. 
Grassroots organizing through building coalitions with like-minded 
groups and generating public participation and input. Litigation by 
utilizing the laws that exist to protect what is threatened. 
Demonstrations and Civil Disobedience: The quickest and surest way to 
get a new EF! group going is to do a fun, nervy action! Bold, cre- 
ative, confrontational actions generate media coverage and announce 
your presence to friends and foes. Civil disobedience is a deliberate, 
thought-out act of conscience, even when decided on spontaneously. 
Whenever you show up to a demonstration, you risk arrest and phys- 
ical attack by the police or opponents. Be prepared with an affinity 
group, media spokespersons and jail support. 

Fundraising: Some of the most common funding needs are for print- 
ing, postage, transportation, logistics of actions and demonstrations, 
legal fees and court fines. Ideas for fundraising include benefit con- 
certs, bicycle pledge rides, foundation grants, school money from 
campus clubs for EF! presentations, and tabling sales of EF! merchan- 
dise and the Earth First! Journal. 

Stay Connected: The Earth First! Journal Collective invites your group 
to list a contact email or website for both print and online media 
projects and get in contact with any questions about starting a group 
in your region. All are encouraged to submit articles to the EF!J and its 
online newswire. Use these resources to update the movement on your 
campaigns. Contact: collective@earthfirstjournal.org 
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Energy Exports 

ACTION CTMP REPORTBACK 


The Chesapeake Bay is an iconic body of water in North 
America. People have been living off its bounties for more 
than 12,000 years. However, it’s long been used as a dump- 
ing ground for whatever happens to run off a huge volume 
of land. More recently, it’s been reimagined as a superhigh- 
way for gigantic export tankers, hauling coal and natural gas 
to the highest bidders around the world. 

It was in resistance to this that people from across the 
eastern US came together for an Energy Exports Action 
Camp (EEAC) in Prince George’s County, Maryland. We 
went over everything from technical action skills to ad- 
vanced research skills; perilous trade agreements to strategiz- 
ing an effective campaign. Each of these issues is intertwined 
with the others. 
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We had a rally at the Calvert County courthouse in sup- 
port of an Earth First!er’s lawsuit against the County Com- 
missioners over their decision to exempt a $3.8 billion natural 
gas project from local regulations. Dominion Energy wants 
to turn a dormant liquid natural gas (LNG) import facility 
into an enormous LNG export facility that would include a 
liquefaction plant so big it would need its own fullscale power 
plant and a blast wall 60 feet tall and two-thirds of a mile 
wide. Residents who live near the Cove Point facility spoke 
about safety, noise and other issues that will affect the thou- 
sands of people living immediately around the terminal. 

After the rally, EEACers traveled to the southern end of 
Calvert County to see where a pier is scheduled to be built 
to receive barges carrying industrial equipment. This pier 
would be 100 feet away from a 1 40-foot- tall bridge that is 
a heavily traveled route between two counties and has faced 
such extreme safety concerns that braces have been installed 


to keep pillars from cracking and falling apart. 

With sheriffs in unmarked vehicles attempting to blend 
in with our convoy and the gates of the LNG facility ablaze 
in the lights of law-enforcement vehicles, the next stop was to 
Cove Point itself. Cove Point — which hosts Maryland’s oldest 
functioning lighthouse — is a sizeable residential community. 
There just so happens to be an LNG terminal that is hog- 
ging the notoriety of the name, but we should defend Cove 
Point, not stop it! From near the lighthouse, EEACers could 
see the offshore terminal and the storage tanks stretching over 
the trees at the main facility. One could also see the famous 
Calvert cliffs that host the nuclear plant three miles north. 
Our tour guides — members of Calvert Citizens for a Healthy 
Community who live incredibly close to the LNG terminal — 
talked about how, in the event of an explosion at the site, the 
only evacuation route goes right past the facility. 

The Curtis Bay trip the next day led EEACers up to 
Baltimore to see one of the East Coast’s largest coal export 
terminals. It sits in a community that is working against all 
forms of environmental racism, including the construction 
of the largest trash incinerator in the US, which would be 
located less than a mile from three schools and would poi- 
son the air even more than the coal terminal currently is. 
This effort is being lead by Free Your Voice, a group of high 
school students in Curtis Bay. 

The trip to Baltimore also stopped at sites of industrial 
train accidents like the Howard Street tunnel fire, in which 
a train was left to burn for six days, and the more recent 
sinkhole that collapsed a whole side of a street onto tracks 
used as a main line for trains transporting coal to the nearby 
export terminal. 

Natural gas and coal exports are being fought on the At- 
lantic, Pacific and Gulf coasts. Ecosystems and communities 
in a growing number of states are ravaged depending on the 
economic forecasts of the export markets. This is environ- 
mentalism in the 21 st Century. The corporations financing it 
all are located farther and farther away, but we can still resist 
them where we are. It’s still beautiful to watch that determi- 
nation to say “No!” grow in someone new. It’s our task to 
harness that energy in each of us, and use it to impact these 
companies and defend our precious places at risk.^ 

Snaps is an Atlantic oyster living in the Chesapeake Bay, work- 
ing toward a time when there will be enough oysters to once 
again be able to filter the bay three times a day. 


STEPPING BACK 

vs. STEPPING OUT 


by Toby V. Potter 

When it comes to taking roles while organizing, there 
are two choices. One can choose to help build groups 
and coalitions, empower those who are more frequently 
marginalized, and help take steps to become a more 
caring person. The other choice involves being defensive, 
putting the problem back onto marginalized folks, and 
generally acting like a baby (not the cute kind). There’s 
a big difference between taking a step back from more 
public/high profile/ a sexy” roles and stepping out of 
organizing altogether. 

Stepping back is based on the concept that for space 
to be made for everyone to have equal access to speaking 
time, roles in a group, etc., those who are privileged need 
to actively engage in making that space available. As a 
white cis-dude I have the ability to (pretty much) fill any 
role I’d like in a group — whether or not I am actually 
qualified. I’ve been socialized to be confident in my ac- 
tions, to feel capable of figuring things out, and to gen- 
erally believe that I can do what I set my mind to. More 
importantly, everyone else has been socialized to think 
that’s true. Stepping back means challenging these things. 

Stepping out happens all too frequently. It happens 
whenever someone is challenged for taking up too much 
space, and instead of reflecting on what that means, they 
disengage. It happens in those very subtle moments when 
a person with privilege sees another struggling to fill a 
role and, instead of quietly offering solidarity, they sit 
back and let their supposed friend crash. Or when dudes 
latch onto the couple of things that are frequently talked 
about with stepping back and abjectly refuse to ever fill 
those roles no matter what, while ignoring all the rest of 
the times they could be stepping back. 

So what does it look like on the ground? 

Let’s keep it real: actually stepping back is hard. It can 
mean not getting as much recognition, not getting to do 
something fun or exciting, having to do the unappreci- 
ated work, and sometimes feeling useless. It’s also what 
creates friendships and solidarity. And it’s totally worth 
the effort. Every time. 


Hard and fast rules are dumb (but sometimes helpful): 

• Never be the first person to ask or answer a question 
in a group. Just don’t. 

• Step up with listening! 

• Give it time before you volunteer for roles that make 
you the center of attention, real or perceived (i.e. 
spokesperson, or the first to meet all the new folks so 
they feel like it’s “your” group). 

• If you end up in a big role, personally ask others if 
they’d like to fill it instead or tag-team, if skill build- 
ing is needed. 

• Remember that you’re doing this for friends you care 
about. 

• Always offer to share skills you have and learn to do 
it in a non-condescending way. How would you like 
to be taught something? 

• Be okay with not knowing exactly what to do — sit 
with the confusion before trying to process through it 
with those around you. 

• Be quiet. It really can be that easy sometimes. 

• Your idea isn’t the only one, and it isn’t always the 
best. You might even learn a thing or two when you 
become open to new ways of doing something. 
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Stepping back 

is based on the 
concept that for 
space to be made 
for everyone to 
have equal access 
to speaking time, 
roles in a group, 
etc., those who 
are privileged 
need to actively 
engage in making 
that space 
available. 


Stepping out 

happens all too 
frequently. It 
happens whenever 
someone is 
challenged for 
taking up too 
much space, 
and instead of 
reflecting on what 
that means, they 
disengage. 


The real work lies not in 
blindly following the “rules,” but 
in understanding from where the 
request to create more space comes. 
Not thinking deeply about these 
issues created a lot of tension and 
hard times in one group I was in. 
For months our meetings were 
only facilitated by female socialized 
members. They did all the work of 
creating the agendas, reminding folks 
about the meetings, facilitating, and 
then following up with people about 
tasks they signed up for. I thought 
I was doing a great job of stepping 
back — I wasn’t telling anyone what 
to do by calling them about the 
meeting or tasks they took on, and I 
wasn’t taking over by controlling the 
agenda or facilitation. 

Most of us dudes involved didn’t 
realize anything was amiss until a few 
folks had a breakdown one meeting. 
They had reached a breaking point, 
doing most of the work while 
watching us pat ourselves on the back 
for doing a great job with stepping 
back. We had stepped out without 
even realizing it. Things could have 
been a lot different had we male- 
socialized folks taken some time to 
think about the underlying issues 
of privilege and marginalization 
and thought about more than just 
stepping back, having instead taken 
the time to more deeply understand 
the dynamics of privilege and 
oppression and the need to be 
nuanced in challenging them. Paying 
attention to the tone and attitude of 
the actions we take is important, and 
sometimes filling a role with humility 
and respect can be better than just 
doing nothing at all. 

THE BETTER HALF 

Stepping back isn’t all there is for 
cis-dudes to do. We can step up 
sometimes too. How’re those chores 
going? Who is taking those notes? 


What other integral but invisible 
tasks are there? Quietly stepping up 
into roles like this can be the opposite 
of stepping out. 

Another area in which cis-dudes 
can really step it up a few notches is 
with talking to each other about these 
things. I have feelings; you do too. I 
struggle with this, and hopefully you 
are dealing with it too. Who better 
to talk about how my socialization 
gets in the way of me being a good 
person than with someone who was 
socialized the same way? Deeply 
sharing and connecting with others 
is a great way to step up. Sadly, 
this might be the hardest part of 
addressing patriarchy. 

WHAT NOW? 

Communication is key for almost 
everything. If you are wondering 
about your role in a group, politely 
ask. And be ready to hear some hard 
truths. If you aren’t sure if others in the 
group are happy with the roles they 
are filling, just ask. If you think that 
other dudes around could be doing a 
better job with this, offer to work on 
it together. Just don’t be silent, don’t 
step out of groups because you aren’t 
sure of your actions (or because you 
are being a defensive baby) . 

I would never have been able to 
write this if it wasn’t for all the rad 
non-dudes in my life constantly 
calling me on my behavior or 
confiding in me about the annoying 
behavior of other dudes in their lives. 
Almost all of these strategies were 
things suggested to me by others.^ 
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They appeared early in the morning, 
around 7:30 am. I and the other person 
I was living with in the treehouse had 
just awoken. We looked out the window 
and I saw the pigs surrounding “our” 
tree. They were putting up this “we- 
are-on-an-important-mission” red and 
white plastic tape around the whole 
occupation site. It was quite clear: Today 
they were gonna evict us. 

One cop climbed up a tree next to us to 
cut the walkways. I moved in his direc- 
tion to “welcome” him. I told him about 
my dream the night before in which I 
was cutting the ropes of climbing cops.... 







Then there came a machine that 
“prepared” (destroyed) the ground for 
the cherry pickers, and when they came 
closer with the cherry pickers we moved 
into the crown of the tree. My comrade 
locked himself around a branch with a 
V-shaped lockbox. I was sitting directly 
behind him to give him support. Then 
I heard chainsaws and the first tree fall- 
ing to the ground. It was the tree that I 
was building my own treehouse in — an 
around 200 year-old oak, which I had 
totally fallen in love with. 

It sounds horrible when a tree is hit- 
ting the ground. It is the moment when 
you realize that it is too late — that you 
cannot make this unhappen — and that 
the tree, which you know so well and 
which has become your friend, is now 
dead. 

On March 27, 2014, hundreds of German police de- 
scended upon the Hambach Forest, dragging occupi- 
ers out of the trees and arresting them. Some protesters 
locked down to delay the eviction while others bought 
time by climbing out of reach when police scaled the 
trunks of their forest homes. Once arrested, Domino, the 
activist quoted above, superglued her hands shut to make 
it more difficult for the cops to get fingerprints. After all 
the activists were in custody, police cut down every tree 
that had been occupied. 

This was not the first eviction of the Hambach Forest 
occupation, and its not likely to be the last. Activists have 
been occupying and blockading sections of this forest 
since April of 2012, and every time they are evicted they 
find a way to reoccupy. 

"RWE FUCK OFF AND DIE" 

The day after the eviction, the Earth First! Journal office 
was visited by Sonny, one of the activists whos been 
fighting for the Hambach, and since then we’ve been 
lucky enough to stay in touch with them, as well as other 
Hambach Forest defenders. These activists are resisting 
the expansion of an open-caste coal mine that’s already the 
largest human-made hole in Europe. The mine is owned 
by RWE, Germany’s second largest energy provider. 


Most of the Hambach Forest is already gone as a result 
of the mining. It was first cleared for lignite mining in 
1978. Lignite — also known as brown coal — is formed 
naturally over time from compressed peat. One could say 
that lignite is to black coal what tar sand is to oil; it is not 
as old as black coal, and is considered the lowest rank of 
coal due to its low heat content. Lignite mining requires 
open-caste mines, so rather than a series of tunnels with 
one entrance, the Hambach mine is a gaping wound in 
the deforested countryside, thousands of feet deep and 
over twenty miles wide. RWE boasts on their website that 
the Hambach is currently being destroyed by the largest 
excavating machines on Earth — 135,000-ton diggers 
over 800 feet long and 300 feet tall. 

Thirty percent of Germany’s C02 emissions come 
from this mine alone. Over 55,000 people in nearby 
villages have been displaced since the project began and 
thousands more will be headed down the same road if 
it’s allowed to continue. Locals often tell the occupiers 
they’re “30 years too late,” but, to the activists living in 
the trees, now isn’t the time to sit idle and regret what 
has been done. While it may be too late for those twenty 
square miles, there is still forest to be protected, which 
includes horn-beam and oak trees, as well as a colony of 
Bechstein bats — an endangered species. 

According to Sonny, even if it is too late, that doesn’t 
mean resistance should end: 

Can we win ? Can we do this? Maybe. I do not 
know. I dont know if this makes a lot of sense be- 
cause yes, I live and breathe for that to happen, but 
honestly it is not my main motivation. The winning 
part I mean. Living the way I want to live, doing 
what I think is the right thing, that is my motiva- 
tion. So the odds dont really matter to me. I am 
not a reformist or a politician; I am an anarchist, 
a utopian, an uncorrectable romantic. And though 
RWE is a major part of the military -industrial 
complex, I feel like even just putting a small dent in 
their plans of profit and governing is a worthy and 
fulfilling goal indeed! 

Despite the seemingly insurmountable odds and on- 
going police repression, the Hambach Forest occupation 
continues to resist and adapt. The first time police raided 
a Hambach camp was in November of 2012. Police tore 
down the treehouses and other structures — including a 
two-story kitchen — and destroyed or confiscated all of 
the equipment on site. 

The next day the occupiers formed another camp in 
a nearby meadow owned by a local who is sympathetic 
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to the cause and who is currently fighting expansion of 
the mine through the court system. This meadow occu- 
pation — made up of shacks, sheds, tents, RVs, campers 
and trailers — has remained occupied since that first raid 
and serves as a support system for the blockaders in the 
woods. 

Activists have also maintained a “project house” — a 
communal house for building infrastructure — since the 
start of the campaign. The house, known as the Working 
Space for Action and Alternatives (WAA), is located in 
town about 15 to 20 minutes from the meadow and has 
provided vital infrastructure for the forest and meadow 
occupations. It offers resources that are not accessible in 
the woods — office supplies, internet access, showers — 
and serves as a media outlet and a more accessible com- 
munity space for locals who’d like to be involved with the 
campaign. 

BUILDING CONNECTIONS 

The response from locals to the anti-mining occupation 
has been mixed. RWT owns five mines and multiple 
power plants in the region, so it employs people who 
have lived there for decades and whose families have 
worked with RWE for generations. At the same time, its 
activities are forcing people from their homes and villages 
and destroying the land of those not yet forced to move. 
Excessive mining has elevated radiation levels in the 
region, almost completely depleted the groundwater, and 
many houses have been damaged due to mining-related 
ruptures. Because of this, Hambach occupiers have 


received some local support from unlikely places, and 
have found the need to step out of their comfort zones 
and work with people that haven’t traditionally been 
considered allies to the radical environmental movement. 

For Sonny, one of the most difficult bridges to build 
was with local hunters. As an activist who has fought 
fiercely for the rights and liberation of animals, they had 
trouble engaging with people they disagreed with on 
such a fundamental level. This may be even more true for 
anarchists in Germany than in other parts of the world, 
as the country has lately been a hotbed for animal rights- 
related direct action, targeting hunting especially. This 
year alone there have been reports of at least eighteen 
hunting towers being destroyed in the country, as well 
as slaughterhouse blockades, protests against vivisection, 
and reports of property damage at butcher shops, fur stores 
and hunting outlets. But Sonny and other occupiers feel 
a need to overlook their differences and build solidarity 
with anyone willing to fight for the forest: 

Before I joined this campaign , this particular 
resistance , I never would have imagined passing 
along a hunter’s cabin in the night just seeing it 
there. You know ? Big city perspective , single fights, 
huge bubbles to comfort yourself with. As someone 
who has fought for animal rights, you see red when 
you think about it. Others who have been with the 
movement for a longer time tell you that you sure 
can do whatever you want, but to maybe consider 
waiting on tearing down all the cabins at once, and 
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for a minute reflect on what kind of outcome this 
might have. 

After a short while I did understand something 
I just took in consideration that I cannot take on 
everyone as an enemy upfront and at once. So yeah , 
none of us condones the murdering of non-human 
animals. But many feel like this is neither the 
time nor the place to fight this horrible behavior 
constantly \ for the farmers and hunters have at the 
moment an interest in keeping the forest alive , even 
if completely for the wrong reasons. 

Like Sonny, hunters and other locals are likely dealing 
with similar internal conflicts when deciding whether to 
work with the activists in the Hambach. There have been 
rumors of tree-spiking, as well as sabotage of power lines 
and other equipment on train lines that run coal from the 
mines to the plants. In town, houses have been squatted, 
anti-RWE and anti-police propaganda has appeared on 
buildings, and a local bank has had its windows smashed 
in. But these incidents make up a small portion of the 
actions in the area and most of the activities taking place 
in town are more likely to draw support from locals than 
push them away. The occupation itself has been peaceful 
in the most conservative sense of the word, with blockades 



Police arrest blockaders during November 2012 raid. 

and lockdowns acting as its primary means of resistance. 
Freeshops, concerts, speaking engagements, forest walks, 
Food Not Bombs-style cookouts, and, as Sonny puts 
it, “the cherished ‘bring your own vegan pastry coffee 
meetups every Sunday,” have been established by activists. 
There are also plans for a printing collective, a food co- 
op and a radio station. “The main goal is to establish our 
protest on a wider basis inside the ‘scene 5 as well as in 
the general public. Preferably everywhere, 55 says Sonny. 
The Hambach occupation strives to be open to everyone 


and to attract more than just those who identify with 
the activist or anarchist subcultures (as long as they are 
against the coal mine and hold anti-authoritarian beliefs, 
that is) . 

The Hambach resistance has attracted international 
support as well. The campaign has taken inspiration from 
other resistance movements in Europe, and over the last 
two years has formed networks with groups from many 
countries. One concrete manifestation of this cultural 
and tactical exchange has been the use of tunneling in 
the Hambach. Though tunneling is a fairly tried and true 
tactic among forest defenders in many parts of Europe, it 
hasn’t been used extensively in Germany. But during the 
November 2012 eviction, one Hambach Forest defender 
climbed down into a tunnel dug below the forest floor and 
locked down to a concrete barrel to slow the extraction 
process. People from La Zad in France, the No TAV 
movement in Italy, and Rosia Montana in Romania have 
stopped by and worked with the Hambach occupation, 
and the tunnel system is only one result of the growing 
solidarity and skill-sharing in the region. 

BACK TO THE FOREST 

Police raided the meadow occupation in late March, 
2014 — about a week before the forest eviction. They stole 
almost every piece of electrical equipment, including 
every computer and flash drive on site. A week later they 
went into the forest, destroying barricades, cutting down 
trees, and brutalizing and arresting protesters. 

But with growing local and international solidarity, a 
strong legal team, and the project house able to lend support 
and update the campaign website with news and requests 
for support in “German, English, Spanish, and some sort 
of French,” the occupiers were prepared to keep fighting. 
Immediately after the eviction they announced that one 
month later — April 26 — they would reoccupy the forest. 

In the meantime, they held a skill-sharing camp at the 
meadow from April 12-25, right up to the reoccupation 
date. People came from all around — locals, activists, 
friends and family — some returning to the occupation, 
some arriving for the first time. 

There was police interference with the camp. On 
one occasion, two cops and a local politician searched 
the woods around the site, ostensibly looking for “wild 
campers.” They did not find much, except smashed 
car windows once they returned to their vehicle. 
Reinforcements arrived and roved the area, until one 
cop, while standing in front of the compost toilets, 
declared, “Em not evicting anything here,” and led the 
group out. Other police were ushered off the property by 
a large group of people in masks and costumes. 
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Sonny says that a few days later the cops came to get 
what they’d left behind: 

Riot gear coppers came to the forest and they 
actually did take the toilets from us. Cherry 
pickers , caterpillars, RWE security and hundreds 
of rob ocops following orders. They came with force 
and we blocked, we tried to resist, we bothered them 
but we did not stand a chance against the armed 
forces of the state and corporations. A comrade 
locked down to a wheel loader. This gave us some 
sweet hours, but in the end they viciously took 
thirteen people to the station, while one person did 
bear a concussion because of being brutally beaten 
and kicked, and those assholes denied medical help 
for hours. Nothing out of the ordinary, but still 
upsetting, you know ? The comrade was hospitalized 
later on and is well again. Luckily. 

Those arrested went right back to the skill-sharing 
camp and prepared for the reoccupation. On April 26, 
multiple occupations retook the forest — some of which 
the core organizers didn’t even know were in the works. 
Massive barricades were also erected on the roads to keep 
the police out. Sonny called the reoccupation “brilliant 
and precious.” 

There are now two main occupations in the forest. 
One, which Domino refers to as the “beech village,” is 
close to the meadow and made up of fieldbeds and plat- 
forms, some of which are as high up as 80 feet. The oth- 
er forest occupation is bigger, composed of structures 
in four oak trees. Three of the trees have platforms and 
various preparations for eviction, and one houses four 
hanging metal beds. This time around the activists have 
surrounded the occupation zone with tape similar to the 
red and white tape used by the police, and posted signs 
announcing the activities in the trees. This is in the hope 
that it will be more difficult to legally evict the occupiers, 
since last time hypothetical dangers to pedestrians in the 
forest — of whom there are virtually none — was a reason 
cited for eviction. 

BE THE MINDFUCK YOU WANT TO SEE IN THE WORLD 

Now securely back in the forest, the occupiers don’t know 
what police have planned. Sonny says that, although re- 
occupying the forest is another victory for the campaign, 
this period between the reoccupation and police interven- 
tion may be the time to start thinking of new strategies. 

Now [the police] seem to be hesitating — not do- 
ing anything — and this is when we have to go to 


the next level. This is the most important thing for 
me personally. I do not have a plan or anything, but 
the sheer wish to garner ideas on tactics and strat- 
egies that go beyond what people have done before. 
Because losing and taking back forest occupations is 
a worthy and utterly great thing, but when it comes 
to the question of how to stop this fucking huge hole, 
the disgusting bigshot RWE and the whole system, 
this might not necessarily be the only or even main 
thing to think about. 

Although the occupation has held off RWE for some 
time, Sonny may be right that a rethinking of strategy 
will be important for the fight ahead. RWE has permits to 
mine in the Hambach until 2065, but if mining contin- 
ues at the current rate the entire forest will be long gone 
twenty years before that. Once the ground beneath the 
clearcut forest is scraped clean of brown coal, RWE plans 
to build a pipeline to fill the massive hole with water from 
the river Rhine, creating an artificial lake. The company 
raves about this project’s recreational value. Sonny scoffs 
at the idea: “People are gonna love swimming in a toxic, 
tepid pool, I’m sure.” 

The occupation isn’t just about resisting RWE. It’s 
also about living in a way that feels right; re-envisioning 
the way a society can be; living with “solidarity, respect, 
mutual aid and autonomy.” It’s about everything from 
fighting the government and corporations to growing 
your own food, using few resources and creating little 
waste. Sonny is very clear about the fact that most of the 
people in the Hambach don’t identify as “eco-activists,” 
because the ecological aspect is just one part of a wider 
anarchist, anti-capitalist struggle. And they hope that 
others will gain inspiration from the resistance as part of 
a more holistic fight for liberation. 

When I asked Sonny how others could help the fight 
in the Hambach, they said this, which seems a fitting 
farewell until we hear from them again: 

Fight for emancipation and liberation however 
you see fit, wherever you can. Be radical. In every 
aspect. Be free and do things that make you happy. 

Be earnest and take nothing seriously. Just be the 
mindfuck you want to see in the world. And dance 
or do other jolly things every now and then for the 
sake of yourselves and Emma Goldman l 

Make sure not to miss updates on the campaign. 
Check OUt HAMBACHFOREST.BLOGSPORT.DE^ 
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Capitalism Must Die 

Stephanie McMillan 
IN IP, 2014 

Review by Onion 

I’ve been trying for days now to write a simple book 
review of Capitalism Must Die by Stephanie McMillan, 
but it keeps turning into a rant against communism in 
general. Maybe there is no difference between the two; 
after all, the book presents communism as the only 
way to freedom, and I don’t see things that way. There 
was a brief time during the beginning of the Occupy 
movement that I thought maybe we were delivering the 
final blows to capitalism. After a few days, I realized this 
wasn’t going to happen, but a question stuck with me: 
What if — together with communists, liberals, socialists, 
and the rest — we worked to overthrow the government? 
Then what? I thought then, and I’m almost sure now, that 
we would then begin to fight each other. 

Capitalism Must Die was a fun and entertaining read. 
Stephanie McMillan is an awesome activist, writer and 
illustrator, fighting for a better world. I appreciate the fact 
that she recognizes that what she writes depicts her “cur- 
rent representation of reality” (pg 13 ) because it’s always 
productive to be open to changing one’s mind. That 
said, I do have a problem with her current representation 
of reality concerning solutions to capitalism. I am fight- 
ing against a system (capitalism) 
that exploits nature in order to 
provide profit for what it con- 
siders the rulers of the Earth — 
people. While communism isn’t 
necessarily as destructive as capi- 
talism, I don’t feel like my fight as 
a green anarchist would change 
much under its rule. Under 
communism, we would have the 
government controlling corpo- 
rations, instead of corporations 
controlling the government, with 
the ecosystem and people still the 
biggest victim. 

There are as many over- 
intellectualized critiques of 
capitalism as there are simplified 
ones. Stephanie manages to fall 
perfectly in the middle of these 
two; whether you are a seasoned 
anti-capitalist or are just starting 


to wake up to the horrors produced by this disgusting, 
money-centric mode of organizing society, there is 
something for you in this short, brilliantly illustrated 
book. The downfalls of capitalism are spelled out very 
neatly. For example, Stephanie writes that economic 
power “control [s] the ways we can fulfill our basic needs 
(starting with land, and later the development and 
control of all means of production). Once they control 
what we need to survive, then the dominant classes can 
threaten to withhold these necessities unless we agree to 
participate in our own exploitation.... Power is asserted 
ideologically: through the culture, the media, the arts, 
which each persuade us, with varying degrees of subtlety, 
that this is the best of all possible social arrangements” (pg 
166 ). 

This and other criticisms of capitalism lead me to 
believe that I could sit in a room with communists and 
have a reasonable conversation. However, when it comes 
to means and ends we differ greatly, and this is extremely 
problematic to me. 

My conflicts with communism are many, but I’d like 
to focus on the three that stood out to me most while 
reading Capitalism Must Die. First, while communists 
and I are both anti-capitalist, we have different ideas as 
to how to destroy this soul-sucking system. I tend to 
focus on projects that present themselves to me in my 
bioregion, believing that capitalism is going to end, and 
choosing to save whatever wildlife, plants, animals and 
people I can before it does. Communists imagine creating 
an army of armed workers who 
will violently overthrow the 
current government and create 
something better. 

My second problem with 
communism is their focus on 
the group over the individual. 
Although I believe that we all 
need to work together and put 
the well-being of the whole 
above the well-being of the few, 
things aren’t as cut and dry as 
most communists (McMillan 
included) tend to make them. 
There are plenty of gray areas and 
subtleties that a hard-line stance 
cannot, by its nature, embrace. 

My third critique is the lack of 
attention paid to non class-based 
oppression. Capitalism is far- 
reaching and evil, and for those 
who believe it can be defeated, 
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its good to have a plan for how to make that 
a reality. While I am not against violence per 
se, the statement, “revolution is the violent 
overthrow of one class by another. There’s no 
way around this hard truth” (pg 149), doesn’t 
leave much room for a diversity of tactics. 

Even if a violent overthrow of the ruling class 
is a way for revolution, surely it’s not the only 
way, and surely it’s not just up to the working 
class. The system as we know it is poised for 
a major collapse. Shouldn’t we be focused on 
saving what we can and building something 
to replace what stands now? Shouldn’t we 
find a way to empower everyone, instead of 
strictly the working class? Imagining a group of 
armed militants taking charge once there is a 
power vacuum does not put me at ease. Being 
unwilling to even consider any of these alternate 
ideas doesn’t seem like good strategy to me. 

As much as crushing our oppressive leaders 
(whatever that looks like to you) should be on 
top of everyone’s list, the revolution should 
also be fun. If we use all our time and energy 
organizing for revolution we miss so much 
that life has to offer. Sure, dedicating energy 
to achieving inner harmony, meditating, and 
self-expression through any medium aren’t 
going to end the reign of terror that is global 
capitalism, but they can help make a better 
revolutionary. I strongly disagree with the 
statement, “For artists, the concept of art 
for art’s sake’ is a way to justify creating work without 
political or social content. This means squandering one’s 
creativity and skills by offering them for the benefit of the 
ruling class, instead of the working class” (pg 216). If it 
wasn’t for art and inner work I wouldn’t be in the position 
I’m in today. If it wasn’t for spending time in the woods 
and honing my ability to listen to what the trees and birds 
have to tell me, I wouldn’t be trying to save them. A drab 
world where all artists are propagandists — which seems 
to be the revolution imagined by this book — does not sit 
well with me. 

I have one more bone to pick: McMillan says, “While 
fighting against and ending oppression is crucial, focusing 
the struggle on it does not address the fundamental 
contradiction of capitalism, and thus cannot end either 
classes or oppression. Oppression can change without 
threatening the existence of capitalism” (pg 197). I believe 
this to be completely untrue. How can ending oppression 
not effect a system based completely on oppression? 
Communists claim that one of the major ways in which 
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the capitalists hold onto power is by oppressing the 
working class. Isn’t there a connection between that 
and the oppression of all other groups? My stance is the 
opposite of McMillan’s: Capitalism can definitely change 
(and even end) without threatening the existence of 
oppression, and that is much scarier to me. 

Despite all the beef I have with communists, I respect 
them, and if the end of capitalism was right around 
the corner I would much rather be sitting at a table 
with them than capitalists. I believe McMillan feels the 
same way about me. I’m in love with her idea of Unity- 
Struggle-Unity, which “is a method of working together 
with mutual respect and influence, each testing one’s 
own ideas against the ideas of others, with the possibility 
of increasing common ground” (pg 161). I believe that 
through conversation and struggling together it is possible 
for all anti-capitalists to find common ground and create 
a world that satisfies each and every one of us. 

Now, what to do about those liberals?^ 
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US PRISONERS 



ECO-PRISONERS, 

SNARED LIBERATION ISTS 

AND HOSTAGES 

OF THE STRUGGLE 


This information is compiled by the joint effort of the EF! 
Prisoner Support Project and the EF! Journal Collective. 

A broader list of prisoners from allied struggles, along with 
our handy updated Informant Tracker service, can be found 
at EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL. ORG/ PRISONERS. To get in touch, 
email: efpris@riseup.net or write: 

EFIPSP, PO Box 163126, Sacramento, CA 95816. 


WALTER BOND 

#37096-013, USP Marion CMU, PO Box 1000, 

Marion, IL 62959, USA 

Serving 12 years (until 03-21-2021) for the “ALF 
Lonewolf ” arsons of the Tandy Leather Factory and 
the Tiburon Restaurant (which sold foie gras) in Utah, 
as well as the Sheepskin Factory in Colorado. 

SUPPORTWALTER.ORG 

Birthday: April 16 
Diet: Vegan 

MARIUS MASON 

[ADDRESS ENVELOPE TO MARIE MASON] 

#04672-061, FMC Carswell, Federal Medical Center, 
P0 Box 27137, Fort Worth, TX 76127, USA 

Serving 21 years and 10 months (until 09-18- 
2027) for his involvement in an ELF arson at a uni- 
versity building carrying out genetically modified crop 
tests. Marius also pleaded guilty to conspiring to carry 
out ELF actions and admitted involvement in 12 
other ELF actions. Join the campaign to move Marius 
from the extreme isolation at FMC Carswell. 

Marius Jacob Mason is no longer using the name 
Marie, and is using male pronouns. We hope that 
you will all join us in supporting Marius through this 
transition, which will no doubt be extra challenging 
within the prison system. Until his name is legally 
changed, any mail sent to Marius in prison will still 
need to be addressed to “Marie Mason” on the enve- 
lope. This goes for donations also. 

SUPPORTMARIUSMASON.ORG 

Birthday: January 26, 1962 
Diet: Vegan 

ERIC MCDAVID 

#16209-097, FCI Terminal Island, PO Box 3007, San 
Pedro, CA 90731, USA 

Serving 19 years and 7 months (until 02-10-2023) 
after being entrapped and coerced into planning to 
destroy US Forestry Service property, mobile phone 
masts and power plants. No criminal damage had 
occurred at the time of his arrest, supporteric.org 
Birthday: October 7, 1977 
Diet: Vegan 

KEVIN 0LLIFF 

[ADDRESS ENVELOPE TO KEVIN JOHNSON] 

#469551, Jerome Combs Detention Center, 3050 
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South Justice Way, Kankakee, IL 60901, USA 

Kevin (arrested with Tyler Lang) is an animal lib- 
eration activist who completed a 30-month sentence 
for “possession of burglary tools” on 10-21-2014. 

He is now being held in federal custody, awaiting 
trail for additional charges under the AETA for 
allegedly releasing 2,000 mink and foxes from fur 
farms in the Midwest. 

SUPPORTKEVINANDTYLER.COM 

Birthday: March 27 
Diet: Vegan 

REBECCA RUBIN 

#98290-011 FCI Dublin, 5701 8th Street - Camp 
Park, Dublin, CA9d568, USA 

Rebecca is serving 5 years (until 04-07-2017) 
for arson and conspiracy charges stemming from 
ELF actions that occurred between 1996 and 2001, 
including the $ 1 2 million fire that destroyed a ski 
resort in Vail, Colorado. She accepted a non-cooper- 
ating plea agreement. 

Birthday: April 18, 1973 

JUSTIN S0L0NDZ 

#98291-011, FCI Loretto, P0 Box 1000, Loretto, PA 
159d0, USA 

Serving 7 years (until 08-31-2017) for a 2001 
firebombing of the University of Washingtons 
Center for Urban Horticulture. 

Birthday: October 3 

BRIAN VAILLANC0URT 

#Md2889, Danville Correctional Center, 3820 E. 
Main Street, Danville, IL 6183d, USA 

Arrested in Chicago on February 9, 2013, for an 
alleged attempted arson at a McDonald’s. He took a 
plea deal for 9 years and is collecting donations for a 
potential appeal. 

Birthday: September 5, 1964 
Diet: Vegan 


INTERNATIONAL PRISONERS 

MARCO CAMENISCH 

Justizvollzugsanstalt Lenzburg, Postfach 75, 5600 
Lenzburg, Switzerland 

Serving 18 years: 10 for using explosives to destroy 
electricity pylons leading from nuclear power stations 
and 8 for the murder of a Swiss Boarder Guard while 


RECIPE: PENITENTIARY PAD THAI 

by Kevin Olliff 

On the West Coast ; its a “spread.” Here in the Midwest it’s a 
“dip.” Whatever you call it, you’ve seen it if you’ve done time. 

Come commissary day , in every correctional facility 
across the country ; inmates join together in harmony to 
huddle around heaps of instant ramen noodles and gorge 
themselves. We vegans are inevitably left out. Until now. 

While you “cook” this ; everyone will tell you that you’re 
a creep; when they taste it , they will beg you for more. 

In Woodford County ; my friend Tyler liked it so much he 
mailed the recipe to a supporter — who told him it was the 
best Thai food she’d ever eaten. I feel sorry for that person , 
but you be the judge.... 

RECIPE: 

• 3 packs instant ramen noodles 
(remove + toss seasoning) 

• 3 single-serve jalapeno packs 

• 1 hot pickle in a bag 

• 10 tablespoons peanut butter 

• 14 packs mustard 

• 12 packs hot sauce 

• 3 servings powder lemonade 

• 3 single-serve bags favorite chips 

• 2 packs salted peanuts 

• 2 granola bars 

• Tortillas (“shells” in Midwest parlance) 

"COOKING" INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Hydrate ramen and place peanut butter packs in 
hot water to soften. 

2 . Create sauce: combine peanut butter, mustard, hot 
sauce and lemonade powder. 

3 . Combine noodles, veggies, jalapenos, pickle 
(chopped) and sauce. Mix. 

To create topping, crush and combine chips, pea- 
nuts and granola bars. 

5. Lay out noodle mixture on plastic garbage bag and 
add topping. 

6 . Gather the homies. Praise Jesus. Enjoy. 

This recipe will be featured in the forthcoming release : The 
National Lawyers Guild Social Justice 
Cookbook 



FORMER ELF ACTIVIST SNITCHES 
ON FRIENDS FOR REDUCED SENTENCE 

by Rabbit 

On May 5, 2014, Liam Mulholland was sentenced for his in- 
volvement in a 2003 ELF arson. 

Mulholland pleaded guilty to setting fire to a house at the 
Mystic Forest housing development in Ann Arbor, Michigan, on 
March 21, 2003. Spray-painted on the garage of a neighbor- 
ing house were the words “ELF - No Sprawl.” 

In Michigan, the mandatory minimum sentence for arson is 
five years in prison. However, the government has requested a 
reduced sentence because of Mulholland’s cooperation with the 
federal government. 

From his plea agreement and the Government’s Sentencing 
Memorandum it seems Mulholland handed the feds a lot of infor- 
mation. He claimed involvement in several more ELF and ALF ac- 
tions, including arsons that destroyed two homes at another housing 
development in Michigan in June of 2003; using incendiary devices 
to destroy chicken delivery trucks in Bloomington, Indiana in May of 
2002; an arson at a housing development in Bloomington, Indiana 
in June of 2002; and a failed attempt to set fire to a pumping 
station in Stanwood, Michigan in September of 2003. 

Mulholland also provided feds with the names of the other 
activists with whom he carried out these actions — as well as 
where and how they traveled, where and when they planned 
and discussed their actions, what they purchased for the actions, 
how they disposed of the purchased items, and how they carried 
out each action. 

The government is requesting a sentence of 1 8 months for 
Mulholland — a reduction of 42 months from the state’s manda- 
tory minimum — because his cooperation will aid the government 
in cracking down on the other ELF and ALF suspects. The plea 
agreement states: “The government has determined that the de- 
fendant’s cooperation to date amounts to substantial assistance 
in the investigation or prosecution of others.” 

The agreement also asserts that, because of his cooperation, 
all his charges related to the other admitted ELF and ALF arsons 
will be dismissed. 

From the documents it appears that Mulholland isn’t the only 
one snitching. The Sentencing Memorandum states that though 
Mulholland often asserted that he was simply “along for the 
ride” during these actions, the feds have received contradictory 
information: “According to witnesses, it was the defendant who 
had the expertise to construct incendiary devices and did so for 
both the arson of the delivery trucks at Sim’s Poultry, as well as 
the attempted arson of the Ice Mountain pumping station.” 

Since the May 5 hearing the Earth First! Journal Collective 
has been unable to find any information on Liam’s sentencing 
or updates on the case in general. If you hear anything that we 
haven’t, please email us at collective@earthfirstjournal.org, or 
write us at PO Box 964, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

For more information on snitches and informants, be sure to 
check out our online Informant Tracker at 

EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG/ INFORMANT-TRACKER 
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on the run. In 2002 Marco completed a 12-year sen- 
tence for destroying electricity pylons in Italy. 
Birthday: January 21 

ALFREDO C0SPIT0 AND NICOLA GAI 

Both at: Casa Circondariale Ferrara, Via Arginone 

327, IT-ddl22 Ferrara, Italy 

Nicola and Alfredo were arrested on September 
14, 2012, and accused of shooting Ansaldo Nucleare 
manager Roberto Adinolfi in the knee — an action 
carried out by an Olga/FAI/FRI nucleus on May 
7, 2012. Alfredo was sentenced to 10 years and 8 
months; Nicola to 9 years and 4 months. 

KARL HAGGR0TH 

Box 213, 59B 21 Skanninge, Sweden 

RICHARD KLINSMEISTER 

Box 2d8, 593 23 Vastervik, Sweden 

EBBA0LAUSS0N 

Box Bl, B51 03, Karlstad, Sweden 

Ebba was sentenced to 2 years and 6 months for 
animal rights actions directed against fur farming. 
Karl was arrested later and is now in custody pend- 
ing an appeal to the Supreme Court, and then will 
probably go to prison where he will begin his 2 year 
and 6 month sentence. Richard was then sentenced 
to 1 year and 9 months for the same actions. 

DEBBIE VINCENT 

A5819DE, HMP-YOI Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Road, 

Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 3JZ, UK 

Debbie was sentenced to 6 years in prison for 
campaigning against Huntingdon Life Sciences, Eu- 
rope’s largest animal testing corporation. 

ADRIANO ANT0NACCI 

Casa Circondariale, Via Arginone 327, ddl22 

Ferrara, Italy 

GIANLUCA IAC0VACCI 

Via Casale 50/A, 15122 San Michele, Alessandria, 

Italy 

Adriano and Gianluca were arrested on September 
18, 2013, by the special operation department units 
of the Italian police. The two are accused of thirteen 
attacks, executed by different direct action cells (“Ani- 
mal Liberation Front,” “Direct Action for the Defense 
of the Earth,” and “Informal Anarchist Federation- 
International Revolutionary Front”), against banks, 
a fur outlet, branch offices of energy companies ENI 
and ENEL, and the Albano landfill project. 



GERMAIN "JUNIOR" BREAU AND AARON FRANCIS 

Both at: S.R.C.C, 435 Lino Rd., Shediac, NB, E4P 
0H6, Canada 

Two Mi’kmaq Warriors arrested for an anti- 
fracking demonstration near Rexton on October 
17, 2013. They have been denied access to spiritual 
practices while in jail. Junior was found guilty of 
possession of a weapon for a dangerous purpose and 5 
counts of pointing a firearm. Aaron was found guilty 
of possession of a weapon for a dangerous purpose. 

CLAUDIO ALBERTO 

Casa Circondariale Ferrara, Via Arginone 327, 

44100 Ferrara, Italy 

NICCOLO BLASI AND MATTIAZANOTTI 

CC di Alessandria, Via Casale 50/A, 15121 San 
Michele [AL], Italy 

CHIARAZENOBI 

CC di Roma Rebibbia, Via Bartolo Longo 92, 0015B 
Roma, Italy 

GRAZIANO MAZZARELLI 

CC Via Paolo Perrone 4, Borgo S. Nicola, 73100 
Lecce, Italy 

LUCIO ALBERTI 

CC Via Cassano Magnago 102, 21052 Busto Arsizio 
[Varese], Italy 

FRANCESCO SALA 

CC Via Palosca 2, 26100 Cremona, Italy 
DAVIDE FORGIONE AND PAOLO ROSSI 

CC Via Maria Adelaide Aglietta 35, 10151 Turin, Italy 

Prisoners of the No TAV Movement: The cam- 
paign against the building of the Turin-Lyon high- 
speed rail link that has been running for 20+ years. 

Claudio, Niccolo, Mattia and Chiara were arrest- 
ed on December 9, 2013, and accused of commit- 
ting an act of sabotage against the high speed railway 
(TAV) construction yard of Chiomonte, Val Susa. 
Their charges include: attack with purposes of ter- 
rorism carried out with lethal and explosive devices, 
possession of war weapons, and damages. They are 
locked in solitary confinement awaiting trial. 

Lucio Alberti, Francesco Sala and Graziano Maz- 
zarelli were arrested on July 11, 2014, in connection 
with the action at the Chiomonte TAV site. 

Davide and Paolo were arrested on August 30, 
2013, after police stopped their car and found mate- 
rial considered “suspicious” by the state. 


CLAUDIO ALBERTO'S 
DECLARATION TO THE COURT 

September 2+ 2014-Turin, Italy 

In the night between May 13 and 14 I took part in the 
sabotage of the yard in Maddalena, Chiomonte. Here 
is revealed the mystery. 

Fm not surprised that while attempting to recon- 
struct the fact investigators use words such as “assault, 
terrorist attack, paramilitary groups, lethal weapons.” 
Those accustomed to living in and defending a highly 
hierarchical society cannot understand what has been 
happening in Val Susa in recent years. In order to de- 
scribe it, they draw from their culture full of bellicose 
words. It is not my intention to bother you with the 
reasons why I decided to commit myself to the strug- 
gle against the TAV or to explain what the defense 
of the valley means; I just want to point out that 
anything connected with war and the army disgusts 
me. 

I understand the dismay of public opinion and its 
storytellers in the face of the reappearance of an illus- 
trious unknown character — sabotage — after they did 
their best to bury it under tons of lies. 

To the struggle against the high-speed train goes 
the credit of having revised this practice, of having 
been able to choose when and how to use it, and to 
have managed to make a difference between whats 
right and whats legal. 

To the struggle against the high speed train goes 
the big responsibility of maintaining faith in the hopes 
that many exploited place in it and of making them 
taste the savor of revenge. 

I take the liberty to send the charges back to the 
sender. We are accused of having acted to strike at 
people, or at the very least of not taking care of their 
presence, as if we disregarded others’ lives. If there is 
someone who expresses such a disregard, they have 
to be found among the troops exporting peace and 
democracy all around the world — the same that patrol 
the yard in Maddalena with zeal and professionalism. 
As far as the charge of terrorism is concerned, I’ve no 
intention of defending myself. Such a bold charge has 
been sufficiently dismantled by the solidarity we’ve 
been receiving since the day of our arrest. If behind 
this operation there was the attempt, not very well 
concealed, to put an end to the NO TAV struggle 
once and for all, I’d say it has miserably failed. 

— Claudio 

Translated by Act for Freedom Now 
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ARMED 

WITH VISIONS 

Clear as cut glass 

&just as dangerous 


Send poems to: 

Earth First! Journal 

PO Box 964 

Lake Worth, FL 33460 

COLLECTIVE@EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 

ARMEDWITHVISIONS.COM 

all rights reserved to the authors 
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Progress 

Everything given to us through progress 
means something is taken away 

As more is taken the losses increase 
exponentially 

Accelerated progress accelerates our loss 
The atmosphere becomes an upside down blotter 

The blotter absorbs the excretions of progress 
^ Vv an< ^ C ^°^ eS t ^ C ex P^ rat ^ ons °f heat horn the sun 
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The damp is cool 

Until morning when it simmers 

Green juices in mud. 

Crickets keep the sizzle 
Benevolent cloud sheltering our prayers. 
Outrageous swallowtail caterpillar 
Is welcome to gobble my fennel 
So long as I have a chance to see 
The fragile miracle of butterflies 
In next year’s deeper heat 
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—Jenny IvlcBride 


;*A 


PA 


Rampant corporatism is killing this earth 
Buy their crap and you become an accomplice 

LA is a city of progress 

Look at her from the Eastern heights 

Traffic on the freeways vehicle lights 
appears as luminous chains as far as one can see 

City lights obscure the stars 

Lights fed by power plants that heat the earth 

The coming death of all living things 
The by-product of our pride in progress 

Francis Bacon at the dawn of the industrial 
revolution advocated putting nature to the rack 

to force her to reveal her secrets 
which we have done with a vengeance 

None of nature’s secrets are safe 

Human, animal and plant genes are mined for profit 

Earth is assaulted for minerals 
Polluting her for quick profit 

LA is known to be the city of the future and 
indeed she is with intermittent floods and droughts 

Hillsides collapsing in wet periods 
parched land and water shortages in the dry 

LA is the future for us all 
But don’t worry! Make money! 


— Sid Bridges 
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Bull of the Woods Wilderness 

The character of light 

is expressed in the forest wilderness 

the quality of silence 

broken only by a continuous insect hum 

occasional bird conversations 

the purity of water cold and clear over rocks 

in spring pools 

or dark green in lakes 

with aimlessly drifting salamanders 

suspended in mid-water floating 

sudden splashes of small trout 

leaping clear of the water to catch insects 

or the still surface reflections at dusk 

and dawn 

of the great towering trees 

all lacy adorned with hanging lichens, 

textured fronds 

topped with bold big cones 

the verdance illuminated by periodic 

stark snags of hard silver white. 

Each place has its own character — 

the ancient hidden history 

of otter family occupancy 

in one small lake 

connected to another by outflow 

the pair of sleek bodies 

dipping and surfacing in harmony 

like liquid water sprites 

sometimes rising 

to swallow a yellow-legged frog 

between bristling whiskers 

and flashing teeth 

other times bowing to each other 

in quick playful dances 

with eyes absorbed in simple joyful living. 

Pikas pipe up 

with their high beeping calls 

from within the massive talus slopes 

of jumbled rock crevices 

sweeping off the side of avalanche mountains 

a perfect niche for all time 

were it not for humans and climate change. 

The trees tell their own stories 

with massive Douglas firs and hemlocks 

rubbing shoulders lower in the drainages 

with red and black huckleberries, 


wild blueberries and rhododendrons 
sharing the dappled sun and shadow below 
near alder-lined creeks inviting cool fording. 
Further up the slope cedars stand out 
in brushy openings 

with lousewort flowers, Pearly Everlasting, Asters 

higher still the redfirs tower in columns 

bending their broad bases 

to accommodate the steepness 

with flashes of red elderberries, 

stands of pink fireweed — 

near the top a sudden shift 

with blister-barked subalpine fir 

ready to shed the heavy snow 

prickly stunted spruce, 

the guttural cry of ravens 

night hooing of an unseen owl — 

above treeline the vistas open up 

in circular far pale hazy blue 

mountain range horizon 

with the grandest volcanoes 

seeming to smoke puffs of cloud lazily 

in their snow shouldered heights 

above all else 

the sky behind them a stunning vast blue 
the great unlogged watershed 
spreading out before us — 
a reminder of how things used to be 
how they could be again 
if we’d step aside 

and live as just one insignificant species 
playing our natural role 
in the whole. 

— Karen Coulter 
September 2nd . , 2009 


To A Monarch Butterfly 

You who go through the day 
like a winged tiger 

burning as you fly 
tell me what supernatural hie 
is painted on your wings 
so that after this life 
1 may see you in my night 

— Hornero Aridjis 
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by Amanda Tierney 


OLD GROWTH 

NEW STRUGGLE 


The Bottle for the M ottole Forest 


\ ! i I, ^ 


nr ' 




lfli»STC0r fei* ’ ' * - - ^ 

If 


The Mattole River headwaters are rugged, extreme, 
endangered, and beautiful. Narrow ridges plunge with 
mind-bending steepness down into lush, verdant valleys. 
Windswept grass prairies hug the edges of vast ancient 
Douglas fir forest. Towering tanoaks and old-growth 
madrone share canopy space with huge, fire-scarred 
Douglas fir. Vast stretches of late successional forest show 
no sign of having been logged before. Cold springs — full 
with the winters heavy rains — dot the hillsides, sustaining 
the forest and downstream fish in the hot dry summers. 

This forest is a biodiversity hotspot teeming with life. 
Golden eagles, spotted owls, Pacific fishers, black bears, 
Coho salmon and steelhead trout call this forest home. 
The habitat hosts a unique community of rare plants as 
well as the famously endangered Agarikon mushroom — a 
long-lived fungus that only resides in Pacific Northwestern 
old-growth forest and has been found to show enormous 
biomedical promise. 

Over 700 acres within this pristine, ancient and wild 
forest are threatened by logging that was scheduled to 
begin this past summer. This is the largest late successional/ 


old-growth logging plan Humboldt has seen in at least 1 6 
years. These massive plans threaten to fragment forest that 
has never been logged before, impair spawning streams 
for endangered Coho salmon, trigger massive landslides 
in one of the USs most geologically unstable watersheds, 
and remove healthy native hardwood species in favor of 
conifers and non-native redwood. 

When word spread in late May that Humboldt 
Redwood Company (HRC) had begun building a road to 
one of the late successional/ old-growth stands — a section 
defined by the plant species composition, overstory tree 
age and size, and the structure — a team of six forest 
defenders responded by approaching two of the timber 
fallers on site and explaining why the logging plans 
should be canceled immediately. For four days, activists 
followed timber fallers, a supervising forester and three 
sheriffs through different areas of the forest in an effort to 
deter them from logging. Some of the loggers were more 
aggressive than others, but they all cut trees dangerously 
close to where activists were standing. The supervising 
forester dispassionately informed the forest defenders 
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that if anyone died it would be deemed a suicide, and 
then ordered logging to continue. 

On several occasions over the next four days the 
company was forced to stop logging early or move to a 
different site due to the presence of the citizen onlookers. 
But the company did not always follow safety protocols. On 
one occasion loggers dropped a 100-foot madrone within 
feet of a protester. Two days later loggers felled a tree while 
activists were in “the danger zone,” knocking over the dead 
top of a smaller tree that fell so close to an activist that it 
nearly brushed their head as it crashed right next to them. 
That Friday afternoon the fallers left behind schedule with 
much work unfinished. They announced they were going 
to start work at a more remote location the following week, 
probably hoping it would be more difficult for activists to 
intervene there. 

Lets take a step back and look at the history of 
logging in the Mattole and the brave actions that the local 
community (with help from friends around the country 
and world) have taken to defend this ancient and wild 
forest. 

Humboldt County’s largest private owner of old- 
growth and late successional forests, Pacific Lumber 
(PL), began a 12-year-long regime of liquidation logging 
after being taken over by Houston-based MAXXAM 
corporation in 1986. In response to PL’s rampage of 
deforestation, the Humboldt community resisted with 
countless treesits, blockades, free states and national 
campaigns to protect old-growth forests threatened by 
PL clearcuts. 

Resistance to PL escalated in the wake of the 
Headwaters Deal, in which the state of California and the 
federal government paid $460 million to PL in exchange 
for two old-growth redwood groves. The deal created 
“sacrifice zones” that gave PL free rein to clearcut old- 
growth in the Mattole and elsewhere. As the corporations 
future plans for the Mattole became clear, activists went 
out to the woods and began “cat and monkeying” — 
climbing new trees each day to block the progress of 
clearcutting. In 2000, forest defenders living in hidden 
camps launched a more permanent encampment at the 
company’s main access point to the ancient Douglas fir 
ecosystem. Thus began the Mattole Free State. 

Activists shut down logging for four months straight 
while living in smoke-filled tarp shelters in the middle of 
a logging road on a high mountain pass in the dead of 
winter. Amazing and fantastical blockades were created, 
including elaborate wooden structures. Junk vehicles 
with multiple sleeping dragons were used as anchors for 
rope and wood contraptions that were suspended over 
a steep precipice. Forest defenders took turns living on 


these “pods” to prevent the road from being reopened. 

The Mattole Free State blockades continued to spring 
up for several years, 14 miles from the nearest public 
road. Forest defenders lived mostly off oatmeal, sugar, 
water and the occasional potato. The Great Pizza Delivery 
of 2001 (a stealth delivery of fresh pizza into the deep 
woods) is still spoken of in tones of awe and delight. 

The Free State successfully derailed the company’s 
plans, and two-thirds of the uncut forest slated for 
destruction is standing today, thanks to direct action. 

When PL went out of business in 2008 and was taken 
over by family-owned Humboldt Redwood Company, 
many forest defenders rejoiced over the dawning of a new 
age in Humboldt forestry. HRC promised to stop logging 
old-growth on their lands and commit the company to 
sustainable practices. Now the very woods that hundreds 
of people risked their lives to protect are once again 
threatened, this time by a company that has learned to 
mask its dastardly logging plans in greenwashed rhetoric. 

HRC uses their eco-friendly image to sell their lumber, 
and is considered to be the poster child for sustainable 
forestry by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), an 
international organization that certifies timber companies 
as sustainable forest managers. In order to have their FSC 
cake and eat the forest too, HRC has created a fantastical 
definition of “old-growth” that is more restrictive than 
even federal standards. Under HRC’s definition, trees had 
to have been alive before the year 1800 to be considered 
old-growth, meaning there will never be any new forest 
that achieves old-growth status. At the heart of our 
struggle with the company is this faulty definition of 
old-growth and their failure to recognize that vast areas 
of forest within their plans meet all the legally-defined 
characteristics of late successional forest. Once these areas 
are cut, it further justifies future harvest because “it’s 
already been cut.” 

HRC’s plans would be much further along already if it 
wasn’t for the bravery of forest defenders from Humboldt 
and Cascadia putting their lives on the line. Many of 
these trees are still standing due to the courageous efforts 
of hundreds of people who struggled to protect the 
Mattole’s forests ten years ago — for which we are grateful. 
There is a feeling of, “This again?! Didn’t we save this shit 
already?!” but the inspiration and energy that we feel 
from the nature and history of this extraordinary place 
give us no choice but to renew the struggle. 

The Mattole has a funny way of capturing your heart 
and inspiring you to protect it. If you came to the Round 
River Rondy in Cascadia this summer, hopefully you got 
a chance to experience the rugged magic and excitement 
of the Mattole for yourself.^ 
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by Lisa S. Harney 


In 2013 , 1 released the documentary film Satyagraha - Truth 
Force about the saints of Matri Sadan ashram and their fight 
to save the Ganga (the Ganges River) from the mining in- 
dustry in the Himalayan state of Uttarakhand, India. Two 
years after I shot the main scenes in the documentary film I 
am back in their ashram. 

Satyagraha (satya “truth”; agraha “insistence”) is the phi- 
losophy and practice of nonviolent resistance. Today is the 
13th day of yet another fast by Swami Shivanand, the guru 
of the ashram. He is fasting to achieve one aim: the cessa- 
tion of mining activities on the sacred river. Undertaking 
Satyagraha means he will fast until his body fails, then he 
will leave the world. This is the 38th fast undertaken by the 
saints of Matri Sadan over the last 17 years. 

This is a complex issue in India, where it is impossible to 
separate the environmental issues from the spiritual ones. In 
India, God exists not only in temples, but nature too. The Gan- 
ga is the mother of all of natures temples. What is happening 
to her is both tragic and criminal. The river is of incalculable 
value, and it has always been worshipped. It forms the Gangetic 
river basin, which in turn irrigates vast tracks of northern India, 
feeding almost half of India’s population. 

The sheer weight of human waste has turned this once 
pristine river, which stretches 1,300 miles to the Bay of Ben- 
gal, into India’s most embarrassing sewer. Once it was illegal 
even to wash in the holy river, now millions of gallons of 
untreated sewage pump into it daily. Toxic waste empties 
into it from a plethora of factories which line the river west 
of Allahabad. Deadly superbugs have been identified in the 


river, resistant to all antibiotics, and are predicted to spread 
rapidly through environmental contamination. Various gov- 
ernment bodies set up to address the failing river have had 
no real effect. 

Now the river faces a test that will likely conquer it: over 
500 dams are scheduled to be erected on the Ganga and her 
tributaries. The last decade has seen several of these huge 
hydro projects begin construction. Dynamite blasting the 
region to build tunnels to reroute the river has caused mas- 
sive landslides. In 2013, displaced water created a monsoon- 
al flood which killed over 11,000 people and made tens of 
thousands homeless. 

These dams are being placed in an earthquake-prone zone, 
and just one serious earthquake could send a 100-foot-high 
tidal wave down the river and wipe out all of the towns on its 
banks. Smaller, less spectacular disasters are happening on a 
daily basis. The slow erosion of the values that once protected 
the river has allowed the greedy to take advantage in a way 
that, a few decades ago, was unimaginable. 

In 1993, Swami Shivanand had just arrived in the rural 
village of Jagjeetpur, a few kilometers south of Haridwar, 
when he heard a voice uttering the word “Ganga.” Taking it 
to be the voice of the river, he immediately visited her banks 
which their ashram sits beside, and offered a prayer. To the 
sadhus (a holy person in Hinduism) the river is a real being; 
not human, but alive. The next morning Swami Shivanand 
was awoken by the sound of trucks and tractors tearing up 
the bed of the river. That is when he came to believe the voice 
was an instruction sent by the Divine for him to protect the 
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holy river. Ever since, he and his sannyasins (holy people living 
in the final stage of the ashram tradition) have been fighting 
with their lives against a nexus of high-powered, political- 
ly-connected businessmen intent on mining the river bed. In 
India, these people are called “the mining mafia.” They pay off 
police, politicians, government officials — anyone who has the 
legal authority to stop them from mining. 

But why mine a river? The limestone and sulfur boulders 
which form the bed of the river create cement of the high- 
est quality. Illegal mining takes over a million cubic meters 
from the river bed every year, but legal mining takes more. 
There are laws in place to protect the river, though they are 
not enforced and often the authority to mine derives from 
the commercial interests of the politically connected. Many 
of Uttarkhrands’ politicians have financial stakes in mining 
and related industry. The system is inherently corrupt and 
the victim does not have a voice to defend herself. 

The saints have gathered many enemies over their staged 
satyagrahas. They have been arrested, beaten, jailed under 
false charges and offered bribes to stop their protests. When 
they bore all of this and continued their satyagrahas , the 
mining mafia used their considerable influence in the police 
and government to make more overt attacks. For instance, 
Swami Shivanand was poisoned a number of times, and to- 
day has two armed policemen permanently assigned to pro- 
tect him. But his disciples have not been as lucky: Swami 
Gopalanand died from Scoline (suxamethonium chloride) 
poisoning, according to his autopsy report in 2004, and the 
saints allege that in 2011 Swami Nigmanand was poisoned 
in the hospital after an incredible 68-day fast. 

Nigmanands death exposed a deep wound in India. 
While some yogis and gurus have deep pockets, thousands 
of devotees, vast ashrams and even TV shows which teach 
yoga, they are doing nothing about the origin of Hinduism 
and the Mother of India — Ganga. Meanwhile, Matri Sadan, 
with virtually no resources and whose few sadhus live on 
alms, are standing up to the bullies and winning. 

When the British left India, they left behind remnants of 
the industrial age — including the rerouting of the Ganga in 
Haridwar. From that time on, a staggering 95% of its water 
has been rerouted down a huge canal and sent to Delhi. 
Furthering this great tragedy, the river has consistently been 
used as the toilet of the ever expanding city. 

Two years ago, Uttarkhrand promised to do an environ- 
mental impact assessment (EIA) and cease mining until its 
completion. In all the decades of mining, the government 
has never completed such an assessment. They are mining 
today based on an EIA which states that mining can take 
place as long as the materials have arrived from upstream 
to downstream via the monsoonal rains. Even if they could 
be tumbled down by the flow of the water, by the time 


they reach the area, they would have traveled 20 kilometers 
(about 13 miles) along flat land. 

By day 23 of his fast, Swami Shivanand s supporters were 
making concerned phone calls trying to drum up whatev- 
er notice and attention they could. Their phone calls went 
unanswered, and the press, after having been bribed by the 
mining mafia, were not reporting the story. 

Then something inexplicable happened. The central gov- 
ernment of India intervened and issued a stay order against 
mining the river. Uttarakhrand had suppressed or ignored 
a law put in place in 2006 by the Hon ble Apex Court of 
India which would have saved the river. The law stated that 
it is illegal to mine anywhere in India within a ten kilome- 
ter radius of a national park. The area in which the miners 
are ripping up the Ganga is less than six kilometers from 
Rajaji National Park — in other words, mining is illegal in 
Haridwar. 

This means that the mining mafia has been digging up 
the river illegally for eight years, during which the politi- 
cians have claimed very publicly that it was entirely legal. A 
major part of the saints fight has been to establish precisely 
this. 

As news of this stay order spread rapidly in Haridwar, a 
contrite District Magistrate arrived at the ashram of Matri 
Sadan. It was late afternoon and the sun was setting over 
the river. Following him was the usual gaggle of local re- 
porters. In the Magistrate’s hand he clutched a paper which 
agreed to Swami Shivanand s demands. Then and there a 
coconut was cracked open and Swami Shivanand drank its 
water, cautiously. Once the trucks and tractors were pulled 
out of the river bed, he said he would begin to eat again. 
This gesture marked the end of the 38 th fast by the saints of 
Matri Sadan. 

In New Zealand, rights of personhood were granted to 
the Whanganui river, and the Great Barrier Reef is up for 
the same status. Enterprising lawyers argue that natural en- 
tities like these should have the same legal rights as human 
beings and the same level of protection. It seems that the 
Ganga should at least be given the legal rights of a person — 
but given that she is a goddess too, what additional rights 
should she be allocated? ^ 

Filmmaker Lisa Sabina Harney has spent over 15 years as a 
writer ; producer and director for many major broadcasters in 
both the US and the UK. She is the recipient of awards for 
her films and documentaries , and is published as an expert in 
dramatized documentary. Australian born , , currently based in 
California , Lisa has been focusing on environmental films with 
a spiritual dimension. Satyagraha ' Truth Force just won Best 
Documentary at the Delhi International Film Festival. 
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Dylan Powell on 
Building Coalitions in 
the Animal Liberation 
Movement 

interview by Segundo R. Belvis 


Here in the region colonially known as “North 
America , , ” the movement for animal liberation 
is regenerating, promising to rival unprecedented 
opposition from state and industry with equal parts 
courage , commitment and long-haul strategy. For 
now, at least, the nightmare of professional vegans 
posturing at the forefront of animal defense may be 
giving way to a future with teeth. Dylan Powell, 
Canadian activist and volunteer with Marineland 
Animal Defense, offers two cents aimed at guiding our 
actions toward greater success, and building coalitions 
without alienating everyone in sight. 


Segundo: Can you tell me a bit about the Marineland An- 
imal Defense campaign, and to what factors you attribute its 
success ? 

Dylan: Marineland Animal Defense is a pressure campaign 
that was launched in 201 1 to counter the 50th anniversary of 
the captive animal facility, Marineland Canada, here in Ni- 
agara Falls, Ontario. It was built off a history of 30+ years of 
protest and opposition to the park and inspired by things I 
was learning and reading about while volunteering with the 
Talon Conspiracy Archive. As a result, this campaign was the 
first dedicated solely to the park, and the first to apply some 
tactics and strategies inspired by campaigns like Save the Hill 
Grove Cats, Save the Newchurch Guinea Pigs, and the Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) campaign. 

The strengths of the campaign have always centered 
around our demonstrations, which have increased the ca- 
pacity of regional demos and have been able to bring out 
500+ people for two years now — at times topping out at 
nearly 1,000 folks. We suck at donor relations and don’t 
raise much money, have a hostile relationship with corpo- 
rate media, and couldn’t care less about kissing politicians’ 
asses in order to get a few crumbs. Because we do this one 
thing really well, we put most of our effort into it — from 
our social media strategy, to speaking events, to outreach/ 
tabling, design work, etc. — it’s all meant to tie back into 
these massive demonstrations. As a result, we’ve been able to 
outlive media cycles and a bunch of other national “move- 
ments,” and also sustain and increase pressure, even though 
we are tied up in the court system with injunctions and a 
$1.5 million damages suit. 
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Segundo: You’ve remarked that you’re “a heretic in a movement 
largely acritical of the state, capitalism, prisons, misogyny, 
white supremacy, and settler colonialism. ” How did the animal 
advocacy movement come to embody this complacency (and 
active contribution) toward widespread oppression ? 

Dylan: The shift in the late ’80s/early ’90s towards a 
corporate culture is pretty pronounced and recognizable. 
Overnight, groups like PETA (People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals) went from newsletter covers that 
supported and encouraged the ALF, to photos of Golden 
Girls actors, and never really looked back. A lot of this 
relates to what people have labeled the non-profit-industrial 
complex and you see similar trends across a variety of other 
social justice communities. 

In looking at the history of our movement, though, 
there’s a wealth of really great and critical solidarity 
organizing that has been done in the name of animal 
liberation — from the Northern Animal Liberation Leagues 
(NALL) and their support of the UK Miners in the ’80s; 
to folks like Mirha Soleil Ross, the first trans Pride Parade 
captain of the Toronto Gay Pride Parade, turning the march 
into a celebration of animal liberation in the ’90s; to the 
entire history of direct action of folks like Rod Coronado, 
who is Pascua Yaqui. All of this is still there, it’s just buried 
under decades of metrics that have prioritized market 
growth of vegan “products,” ethical consumerism, go- 
nowhere lobbying, and an intensifying donor war between 
multinational organizations that creates marketable lies, like 
“Veganism saves 100 animals’ lives a year!” or “If you want 
to know how you’d feel about slavery back then, think of 
how you feel about animal slavery now!” 

For me, the most troubling element in the animal 
liberation movement is that because of our size, scale, 
and our relative isolation from broader social justice 
movements, waves of repression have the ability to destroy 
so much organizing in such a short span of time. As a 
community, I think we have the least amount of movement 
knowledge, and that only makes the problem worse. Shit 
that flies in the “animal rights” community would not 
get a pass in most other communities — sexual predators, 
suing of victims who speak out against their abusers, 
movement organizations celebrating the convictions 
of migrant workers, white millionaires walking around 
calling themselves “abolitionists,” anti-sex work rhetoric 
and transphobia embedded in white vegan feminist 
communities, etc. Speaking out against any of this gets 
shut down pretty quickly as it runs counter to the kind of 
mythology that corporate vegan culture is trying to sell — 
that veganism is a cure-all for the world, or that vegans are 
morally superior people. When you peddle myths, this is 
the kind of culture you create. 


Segundo: For many animal advocates, outreach consists of 
leveraging the historical traumas of other marginalized peoples 
in their favor. How can we effectively communicate the issue of 
animal captivity to a broad audience without being complete 
and total assholes ? 

Dylan: Tell their stories. Analogies never have the impact 
that people think they do — especially when they are coming 
from people who have absolutely no legitimacy to speak 
on the issue (e.g. white folks talking about slavery). This 
relates back to the point above, though. We’ve created these 
myths and this saviorist mentality around veganism and this 
is the end result: white people berating other communities 
about “animal slavery” and the “animal genocide.” And 
then we complain when our movements don’t grow. 
Talking specifically about what happens to other animals 
has always worked better as far as framing goes — Britches, 
Marius, Francis, Yvonne, Tyke, Tilikum, Flipper, Esther. 
These names are recognizable because they reached public 
consciousness from people either talking about their horrific 
suffering, their liberation, or their resistance. 

Vegans are not oppressed; it is an ally movement, at best. 
You are not subject to vivisection, you are not going to be 
slaughtered and eaten, and although it may suck to not have 
vegan food served on your plane, you have the choice to no 
longer be vegan, to walk away. It’s important to understand 
how different positions, different views, different tactics all 
can be used in a way to make your organizing more dynamic 
and effective. If and when people understand diversity and 
difference as a strength, they’ll at least be open to organizing 
with people and communities that are not vegan, vegetari- 
an, rich, privileged, white, middle-class, and will also allow 
them to hopefully support organizing in other communities 
without making these demands, or demanding that certain 
tactics or “approaches” be used. 

I also try and bring it back to a focus on land and 
community — two concepts that don’t fit the vegan capitalist 
vision or the typical theoretical framework. We have 
this massive theoretical position — that all animal use is 
unethical — but we are in a position where we can do almost 
nothing to stop it. Part of that is because we don’t actually 
have any connection or understanding to the land itself 
(in my context, the land that I occupy as a settler — Turtle 
Island) or to the communities that surround us. We talk 
over people and are horrible at actually addressing our social 
positions and our locations. This is why animal advocates 
typically don’t fight fracking, pipelines, uranium mining, 
resource extraction, sprawl, roads — we don’t actually 
position ourselves to think about any kind of relationship to 
the land; how it shapes us and how we shape it. I don’t mean 
this in some appropriative sense of arming settlers with an 
appreciation of the land modeled through our interpretation 
of Onkwehomwe (Mohawk: Original People), but as a tool 
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for animal advocates to recognize the industry that exists 
in their area and to understand animal use as not just some 
massive theoretical position — but as a social reality that 
surrounds you and that includes the air, water, soil, the 
pipelines under your feet, the slaughterhouses and farms 
close by, the butcher shops, the fur farms, the University 
vivisection labs, etc. The hope is that thinking in these terms 
will make people more accountable to places where they live 
and to the people they live with — not just their own isolated 
animal rights community. 

Segundo: In addition to modifying our language, how can 
our actions better assist the interests of intersectional struggle? 

Dylan: I’ve started shying away from the language of 
“intersectionality” — especially in animal advocacy circles — 
because I fear that it is being applied in ways that make 
people’s social position invisible. A lot of the people using 
analogies that I spoke of above believe they are doing it as 
part of being “intersectional,” and a lot of what is presented 
as “intersectional” in animal advocacy is blatant liberalism 
or tokenistic. I like the idea of talking about “coalition 
building” because it assumes different positions, different 
communities, and difference, whereas intersectionality I see 
more and more being used as a cover for sameness. 

The best advice I can give is for activists to get out of 
their bubble and lose that sense of comfort that comes 
from a movement that is isolated/isolating. It will help 
broaden your skills, it will test your convictions, and in the 
end it will give you a better perspective on where you can 
best apply your time and energy. Hit up a demonstration 
against mass deportations, get yourself to reclamation sites 
or blockade sites, write to or support a political prisoner 
from outside of your movement, hit up activist training 
workshops from outside your movement, learn about the 
history of your movement and then learn about the history 
of other movements. Immerse yourself and be present to 
this history and apply what you have learned across different 
movements and communities, and be open to failure, 
making mistakes and being held accountable. There is no 
blueprint, no perfect activist, no perfect struggle. There are 
only imperfect people who have committed themselves to 
learning through practice. If you are serious about liberating 
other animals from human society, then this is the process 
to follow — learn about how our liberation is collective and 
apply it. Don’t stop until all cages are empty. 

Segundo: In what ways does Euro-Settler Animal Agriculture 
continue to perpetuate and invisiblize land theft and 
destruction , and the genocide of native life in this region? 

Dylan: It is our normalized response to Euro-Settler Animal 
Agriculture that perpetuates genocide. It’s unheard of in 


animal advocacy or environmental circles to talk about 
the introduction of Euro-Settler Agricultural systems, the 
destruction of Onkwehomwe agriculture, and the arrival of 
captive, domesticated farmed animals on this continent. 
We merely accept that cows, pigs and chickens are here in 
billions and they “feed” us — we don’t think about how 500 
years ago, none of them existed here. (200 years for those on 
the West Coast.) In not thinking critically about this “food 
system,” we make it and our own occupation here invisible. 

This keeps us stuck in framing issues about “choice” 
without acknowledging the massive amount of land and 
resources needed to make this machine run. In the US for 
example, one-fourth of all private-owned land is used just for 
captive animal grazing. When we talk about a relationship 
to the land — and returning to the land — it’s impossible not 
to address this. People from all sides continue to get caught 
up in reactions to what individuals eat and miss the big 
picture — even though it is a huge area to organize and build 
coalitions around. 

Aside from this, there is so much history of captive 
farmed animals being used as a weapon, especially through 
disease, the destruction of wildlife (bison, wolves), and as a 
tool of food control. This kept captive animals in a position 
where they had violence enacted upon them while being 
used as a tool to enact violence. That process continues as 
we normalize the result and don’t think critically about the 
expansion of this food system down into Southern America. 

You simply cannot understand animal agriculture with- 
out tracing its introduction on this continent. 

Segundo: Veganism is often decried as misguided consumerism, 
racist paternalism, or some combination thereof What role (if 
any) does veganism play in your life, and can it be applied to a 
broader coalitional practice? 

Dylan: For me, veganism — as a personal commitment to 
other animal species and as an intentional strategy to use 
the least amount of resources I can as a settler — is part of a 
broader animal liberation theory that intends to remove other 
animals from human society and control. The issue in animal 
advocacy circles is that as things professionalized in the ’90s, 
veganism became pegged as the new “goal.” As a strategy to 
remove other animals from human society, by itself, it is piss- 
poor and does nothing for other animal species currendy living 
with the animal-industrial complex. It reduces the demand 
for products, which in turn could theoretically become a mass 
movement and significantly reduce the amount of animals 
born into this hell, but it “saves” no lives. 

Understanding these limitations is the basis for under- 
standing that veganism as a coalitional practice by itself is 
symbolic and ineffective. You’d think that this would com- 
pel vegans to be engaged in coalition organizing across all 
communities and struggles, as people realize they need to 
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do so in order to actually bring positive changes for animals 
currently in this system. Unfortunately this isn’t how veg- 
anism has been marketed or understood in the mainstream. 

Segundo: You mentioned that many in the animal rights 
movement are quick to celebrate the imprisonment of abusive 
factory farm workers. Do you see a correlation between this 
endorsement of the prison state with a lack of tangible support 
for animal liberation prisoners ? 

Dylan: Of course. As a movement, we have very little 
critique of working with the State. When I talk about 
coalition building, I try to put this in perspective, as we 
make so many demands of any other movement that we 
could work with, but always act like the State is a neutral 
actor. Other movements see this, and other communities 
know that “animal rights” as a concept is only viable to the 
State/industry if and when it can be leveraged off of other 
marginalized communities. There is no way to celebrate this 
kind of shit and then turn around and cry “Green is the New 
Red” when we face repression. Or we walk around calling 
each other “abolitionists” without even acknowledging the 
prison abolition movement which actually was borne out of 
the anti-slavery movement. It’s absurd. 

Aside from this, it’s practice without logic. For those who 
follow the development of undercover video and cruelty 
convictions, the Billy Joe Gregg, Jr. case from the Mercy 
for Animals Conklin Dairy Farm investigation in 2010 set 
this stage. 

People celebrated that conviction, myself included, 
without recognizing that individual convictions of workers 
was part of industry strategy itself! Out of that investigation 
came a two-fold response from agriculture industry that 
offered up “bad apples” and actually helped facilitate worker 
convictions while also attempting to aggressively introduce 
Ag Gag legislation, which makes it illegal to document abuse 
on factory farms. We’ve played directly into their hands and 
helped isolate ourselves at the same time. The process only 
continues because organizations like Mercy For Animals 
have been able to successfully use these convictions to solicit 
their donors — tapping into the hatred of the poor/ working 
class/people of color/migrants — and Ag Gag battles are also 
another attempt to raise funds and expand non-profits. 
These strategies are good for the growth of organizations, 
but bad for people, bad for movements and bad for animals. 

Segundo: Oftentimes, theory and symbolism become hyper- 
analyzed at the expense of substantive action. What concrete 
actions can folks take to actively move animal liberation 
forward for lab animals, fur farm prisoners and others for 
whom we fight ? 

Dylan: Direct action will always get the goods. I am squarely 


in the small crowd of people calling for a rebuilding of 
grassroots animal liberation networks capable of supporting 
underground actions and prisoners, and also capable of 
running successful large-scale pressure campaigns. There 
is small momentum growing around campaigns like The 
Bunny Alliance, Marineland Animal Defense, organizing 
against Six Flags, Vancouver Aquarium, African Lion Safari, 
Ripley’s Aquarium, Shrine Circus, etc. People need to survey 
the scene, take the risks they are willing to take and either 
plug in to existing campaigns or build their own. 

Segundo: How do you see the animal liberation movement 
evolving over the coming years? Is there cause for hope ? 

Dylan: There are a bunch of old-timers currently either 
getting out of prison or coming off of probation. That 
gives me a lot of hope. Most have already tapped back into 
organizing and have helped mentor younger folks. There are 
still issues with addressing a lot of mistakes of the past, and 
not romanticizing them, but most of those people have been 
pretty frank and honest about that stuff. A lot will hinge 
on how many new folks learn that history and take that 
information to heart. In animal advocacy, we reinvent the 
wheel so often and I really hope that over the next few years, 
a lot of young people (including me) will put themselves in 
a position to learn and be accountable. 

I think right now there are tons of opportunities for folks 
to organize coalitions from an animal liberation position 
that will have a serious positive effect on the environment 
and other animals. Concern for other animals is not 
something specific to white people, and if we continue to 
let white people define what “speciesism” is we will continue 
to make others’ efforts invisible and keep our movements 
and communities isolated. We’ve gotta blow this idea up, 
start rooting our ideas in the land and our community, and 
start working on building/ rebuilding a mass movement 
capable of seriously challenging animal industry. The animal 
liberation movement has done things that other movements 
would never think possible. We have so much passion and 
intensity, and, framed the right way, we have a position that 
the majority of people support. We’ve gotta get back to 
channeling that in substantive ways.^ 

Segundo R. Belvis is a humble Earthling searching for his place, 
and has campaigned against the KXL South pipeline with Tar 
Sands Blockade, as well as the resumption of recreational wolf- 
hunting in the lower 48 of the occupied United States. A child 
of Boriquen, he strives to embody the legacies he's honored to 
inherit. 
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WE ARE CERTIFIED SALMON SAFE! 


Salmon and water health is the cornerstone of our environmental wellbeing. That’s why we are 
proud to be the first Salmon Safe Certified business in Eugene. We’ve made efforts to conserve 
water, maintain a pesticide-free facility, utilize a bio -swale to filter runoff, and work to restore 
riparian ecosystems. Together we can win this upstream battle! 
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Bureau 
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Rising Tide North America 
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Root Force 
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Support 
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Humboldt Earth First! 
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Santa Barbara Earth First! 
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Sierra Nevada Earth First! 
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Save Our Little Lake Valley 

SAVELITTLELAKEVALLEY . ORG 

COLORADO 

Southwest Earth First! 
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Chesapeake Earth First! 
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Maine Earth First! 
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MARCELLUSEARTHFIRST . ORG 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

WETLANDS-PRESERVE. ORG 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Piedmont Earth First! 

PIEDMONTEARTHFIRST. ORG 

Katuah Earth First! 

KATUAHEARTHFIRST . ORG 

OHIO 

Appalachia Resist! 
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UNISTOTENCAMP. COM 

WildCoast 
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Earth First! UK 
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HYOKYAALTO . ORG 

GERMANY 

Hambach Forest Occupation 
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MEXICO 

Green Revolt Collective 
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Mexico Rising Tide 
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NETHERLANDS 

Earth First! Netherlands 
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PHILIPPINES 

Eearth First! Philippines 
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SCOTLAND 

Coal Action Scotland 

COALACTIONSCOTLAND . ORG . UK 
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IS LOBBYING INEFFECTIVE? FLYERING GETTING OLD? 

ARE YOU TIRED OF OIL-THIRSTY INDUSTRIALISTS 
DESTROYING MORE OR LESS EVERYTHING ON EARTH? 


DIRECT ACTION! 


Earth First! 


Direct Action 
Manual 




THE EARTH FIRST! DIRECT ACTION MANUAL 
IS AVAILABLE FROM EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG! 

TRIPODS . SLEEP.NO DRAGONS - CAN ^ T ^g^ SECURITY ^onOANIZAT^ON^MEmA 
. uOCKBOXES^BARRELS-CDMjm^^ . AND MORE. 
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. DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS • FOSSIL FUEL 


INFRASTRUCTURE • AND MORE! 
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No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth : 
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